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ADVERTISEMENT. _ 
IHE Diſcourſes here preſented to the Reader 
owe their birth to an Inſtitution or Society, com- 
poſed chiefly of Clergy and Fellows of the College, 
that was intended to give efficacy to the Doctrines, 
the Truths and the Laws of Chriſtianity, particu- 
larly with thoſe of its Members who had engaged | 
or were to engage in the Sacred Office. As no- 
thing is more wanted, in the preſent ſtate of Society, 
than ſomething. to rouſe the human Mind' to the 
great and beneficent Objects of the Chriſtian 
Faith, ſo it was hoped ſuch a Society would be 
productive of ſome good effects, at leaſt within 
the ſphere of its own activity. During the ſhort 
time of that activity, it gave birth to ſome very 
excellent Diſcourſes on different parts of the 
Chriſtian Diſpenſation; and happy would the Au- 
thor of thoſe that follow, which he holds in a com- 
paratively mean light, be, if he had it in his power: | 
to give them to the world, though it ſhould tend 
to his own degradation. Agreeable to the rules of 
the Society, the Preſident, who was changeable 
every three months, was obliged to deliver a Diſ- 
courſe on the Duties of the Miniſtry: An election 
to that office, on the opening of the Society, gave 
occaſion to the firſt of theſe Diſcourſes : ; and this 
circumſtance, it is humbly preſumed, will plead 
ſome apology, if any is neceſſary, for giving it to 
the world without any alteration. The other pro- 
| duction, . 


3 


V1 ADVERTISEMENT. 


{ duction, that accompanies it, was owing to an 


accidental converſation that took place in the So- 
ciety, which it was feared might be injurious to 
the views and deſign of the Society itſelf, if any 
thing undecided, on ſo intereſting a topic, ſhould 
be ſuffered to remain in the breaſt of any of its 
Members. Such was the oecaſion of the Diſcourſes 


no offered to the Public. That they come un- 


ſupported, by the better productions of his fellow 
Members, is a ſubject of regret to the Author: | 
and nothing leſs than the particular and very eriti- 
cal circumſtances of the times, and the perpetual 
efforts of an Author in England, who. is never 
ſatisfied without making a freſh attack on ſome one 


ofthe principal tenets of the Chriſtian Diſpenſation, 


[ 
0 
| 


though under the diſguiſe of a Friend to it, ſhould 
now induce the publication of them. If they can 


be attended with the ſecondary effect of exciting 


abler pens, upon ſubjects the moſt intereſting poſſi- 
ble to Religion and Society, they Will carry, with 


gaged on the axpolts flo) Compenſation has. 


in itſelf, will fully ſatisfy for any pains or trouble 


they require in the publication of them. 


Ox 


71 = 
+ *; 2 ; 
- ws 9 
"Fs 
RES 
3 
1 . 
* 2 


oN | 


DESTINATION | 


or THE 


CHRISTIAN MINISTRY 


bd 


4 


« Ye wee the light of the wo 


Marry. v. 14. 
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Lie N al inſtitutions 7 Rage 18 ſome manifeſt deſign | 


and end, for which they are appointed, and by 


which, it is to be ſuppoſed, they are regulated. 
When our Lord came into. the world to declare 


the will of God to man, and to complete the pur- 


poſes of mercy which were predetermined in his 


creation and fignified on his fall, his firſt care, 


the firſt exerciſe of his wiſdom and authority, was 
to ſelect a certain number of the people to whom 
he came, to be the conftant hearers of his doc- 


trine and the witneſſes of his life, in both which 


the wonders of divine goodneſs were to be ex- 


Hibited. 


Having thus begun his Miniſtry, and prepared 5 
for the future tranſmiſſion of its ineſtimable con- 
ſequences 


| L 8. J 
ſequences to all ſucceeding © ages, his next care 


was to acquaint them, at leaſt in part, with his 
defign in their ſelection, and to prepare them, by 


his general inſtructions as well as his more inti- 


mate communications, for the part aſſigned them. 
For this purpoſe. we ſee him taking his diſciples 
with him, and, after placing himſelf and them in 
a conſpicuous ſituation (which he deſigned his 


Church to be in) propounding to them, in the 


hearing of all that followed him, what they were, 


after his departure principally and as commiſſion- 


ed by him, to teach and preach to mankind to 
prepare them, not for the temporary advantages 
of a periſhing world, but for the unſpeakable and 
pure glories of an eternal one. You, ſaid he to 
them, after a ſhort preface, in which he unfolds 
as it were the nature of that heaveflly diſpenſation, 


which ſtands in contradiction not only to the male- 


volent paſſions of mankind, but to the narrow 


views and prejudices they are diſpoſed to form 


from the preſent ſcene of things you, ſaid 
he, are the light of the world:“ and this general 
declaration, he follows by, as it ſeems, another of 


prophetic import, reſpecting the duration and the 


extent of that light they were to communicate: 
« A city placed upon a hill cannot be hidden; 
neither is a candle lighted to be put under a buſhel 
but on a candleſtick, that it may give 9 to all 


that are in the houſe.“ 


In this declaration then, particularly if we take 
in that no leſs important one, which preceded it, 
where 


E 
where our Lord ſays to his diſciples, © "That they 
are the ſalt of the earth,” intimating that They 
were, by their courage and yirtue—by all the 
mild, but ſovereign graces of Chriſtianity; to con- 
quer the vices, . the corruption and the oppoſition 
of the world; and that, without this qualification, 
they ſhould be good for nothing, but to be thrown 
out and trodden under foot :—In this declaration, 
I ſay then, as ſo connected, we ſee the deſign of 
our Lord's appointment of a Miniſtry to inſtruct 
mankind, under Him, in his doctrine. It was to 
tranſmit to enforce and to extend that clear and 
convineing light, which He came into the world 
to diſplay with irreſiſtible Wan and Fw _—— 
engaging mildneſs. e 5 ; 3 
bf 1 is the 1 and end of that Miniſtry, 
which, as firſt appointed by the Meſſiah, ſtill ſub- 
ſiſts under his ſovereign providence, after having 
encountered all the viciſſitudes of human events, 
and all the ſtratagems and contrivances of human 
power and ingenuity, that could be made uſe of to 
annihilate it, and that ſuch 7s its deſign, no one 
can doubt, it well becomes that Miniſtry—it well 
becomes us, who partake in it, to conſider, with 
due ſeriouſneſs, by what means we may bel _ 
its important deſign into effect. 0.501 1 


Religious inſtruction, e on the TOY 
ples of Chriſtianity, which carry it to the higheſt" 
degree of poſſible perfection in this life, is the 
ground. work of every excellence in the human 
. | character, 


[: 16] 


character, and of every thing that is to be hoped 
for in this world or the next, from any poſſible do- 
cility of temper or ne of reformation in that 


character. 


Jo effect this, it will naturally occur, that two 
things are abſolutely neceſſary with reſpect to the 
Miniſtry itſelf, without which every other effort 
would be fruitleſs, if not deſtructive: That is, that 
the Teachers of Chriſtianity be themſelves poſſeſſed: 
of ſufficient information! in and knowledge of. the 
principles of - Chriſtianity, as: communicated by 
Chriſt, himſelf, in the Scriptures of the Old and- 


New Teſtament; and next, that they ſhould exert 


themſelves in every becoming way, to impreſs 
thoſe principles on the underſtanding and heart of 
mankind, ſo as to anſwer their deſtined end, and 

to produee their proper effect. That is, in a word, 
that they ſnould be a light in themſelves; andithat 
it ſnould be ſo diſplayed in them and by them, as 
that they ſnould be the light of the warld. 


The 3 you hone laid me at of "_ 
niſhing. a diſcourſe: on the duties of the Miniſtry, 
agreeable to the rules of our infant Society (which, 


meeting as it does thoſe duties voluntarily, with 


the purpoſe to fulfil them, will, I hope, meet with 
the Divine Bleſſing) has directed my attention ne- 
ceſſarily to that great charaQteriſtic of the Miniſtry, 


by which our Lord himſelf was pleaſed to diſtin- 


guiſh it, in his firſt deſcriptions of it. 


G ; 1 8 
I 
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„ 
In order then to diſcharge this obligation — 


without any apology, however, juſt for weakneſs or 


inſufficiency on my part, —and to give ſome order 

to this diſcourſe, I ſhall confider, in the firſt place; 
How far or in what ſenſe Chriſtianity, | which the 
Miniſtry is appointed to teach, is a light in the 

world: and in the next; How far that Miniſtry i is 
concerned to maintain it and to render it effeQtual 
to the world. The narrow hounds which we muſt” 
preſcribe ourſelves on this oceahon, will not allow 
me to be particular on each of theſe points, how- 
ever copious or important in themſelves they may 
be. But we are the leſs ſolicitous on this account 
as much more will be conceived by, than can be 
expreſſed to thoſe who have already ſeen the ſub. 
ject opened on an infinite variety of points and cir- 
cumftances, as well through the deſperate and per- 
ſevering malignity of the enemies, as through the 
virtuous reſearch and a of the ee of 

Chriſtianity. Oo 2s | | 


In the firſt place then, that Chriſtianity is a light 
in the world, of the moſt benign nature; and of the 
fulleſt extent in all neceſſary points, will appear 
evident, if we take a view of it, though but a 
curſory one, as contraſted with the little and dubi- 


ous light, of a religious nature, that ſubſiſtec in 


the world before its appearing, or with what has 
occupied its place, with the generality of mankind, 
ſinee its firſt diſtinguiſhed reception in all the 
known . ated parts of * earth. N 
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L 
The Religion of the Pagan world, it is wel 


known, was little very little connected with any 
principles of Morality, or with any clear and ex- 


tenſive views, which ſerve as a ground to thoſe 
principles, and which, without the aid of ratioci- 


nation, by a happy, native effect, have a powerful 
influence on the conſcience and conduct of men. 


Inſtruction en except in mere ceremonies, that 


were in themſelves of a debaſing or corrupting 
nature, formed no part of the neceſſary duty of 
the miniſter of religion. His care was alone to 
attach the human mind to the reigning idolatry 
and ſuperſtition, by a magnificent and pompous 


exterior; by an endleſs variety in the objects; and 


by an artful and powerful lure on the paſſions in 


the conduct of religious worſhip. But to take a 


view of the errors and defects of Paganiſm, in its 
leſs innocent ſhapes, would be to write a hiſtory of 
enormities, that equally darken the underſtand- 
ing, and alienate the heart from every thing that 
is noble, generous and good. 


With the Philoſopher, who on a principle of 
ume, or, if you pleaſe, on a laudable motive of 
irtue, undertook the inſtruction of mankind, little 
is to be found but what tends to humble the pride 
of man, and to ſhew the abſolute neceſſity of a 
light infinitely ſuperior to the faint and uncertain 


glimmerings of human reaſon, upon ſubjects the 


moſt important to man, and, at the ſame time, 
the fartheſt removed poſſible from all human ex- 
perience. And this the beſt of the philoſophers 


+ 


= themſelves . 


Tos 

themſelves confeſſed. With reſpe& to God, almoſt 
all they could ſay, beyond the rational proof, 
ariſing from his works, of his being, was either 
uncertainty itſelf, or abſolute error. One time, 
involved in the matter of the univerſe, with which 
he was coeval, he was reduced to the neceſſity of 
acting on it as the ſoul of it: at another, detach- 
ed from all human concerns, he was confidered as 
enjoying the repoſe of retired majeſty. Now a 
ſubtle flame or ſpirit pervading and continually | 
wandering over the whole extent of being: again, 
regarded 'as having his refidence among the ſtars. 
One while, confounded with his creatures and his 
works, the world and the different changes of 
nature; were but different appearances of the ſame 
being: another while, he 2 1 8 infinitely extend- 
ed air, in ceaſeleſs motiof or as ſome would have 
it, impreſſed with a divine energy, to animate it 
into motion. One philoſopher conceived the firſt 
principle of all things, which he repreſented as 
double, to be expanſion and condenſation, under 
the mechaniſm of heat and cold, the one pro- 
ducing reſt and the other motion. Another, who 
endeavoured to make ſomething credible out of 
the diſcordant opinions of the reft, maintained 
two cauſes, one of which was God, by whom all 
things exiſt ; the other matter, from which they 
proceed, poſſeſſed of an irregular force, which 
prevented the formation, under the firſt cauſe, of 
a perfect world or ſyſtem. In a word, if the wiſeſt 
of the philoſophers confeſſed their ignorance, and 
declined the inveſtigation of * abſtruſe a point 

content 
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content with conceiving him to be the creator, 


preſerver, and moral governor of the world: others 
were not wanting who made it the eſtabliſhed 
principle of their doctrine, to doubt of every 
thing, and of anne to gouby, of even "ws —— 

of a God. 


To this we muſt add, that if in ſuch a confuſion 
and contradiction of ideas and notions, the Pagan 
philoſophers could be qualified for communi- 
cating inſtruction to the world on topics of a ſpi- 
ritual or divine nature, the danger of diſturbing 
the popular opinion, which had eſpouſed the 
groſſeſt idolatry, rendered it neceſſary for them to 
adopt the prudential maxim of complying exter- 
nally with the vulgar. prejudices; and alſo to have 
two kinds of doctrine; one ſecret, for the ſecurity 
of their perſons communicated to only a few ap- 


proved ſcholars; the other open, and intended for 


general uſe, from which ups itſelf had 
nothing to fear. 


But if the wiſdom of the world knew not God, 
it was equally divided and uncertain, with reſpect 
to the human ou It is even difficult to deter- 
mine, what they meant often in ſpeaking of it; 
the ſame philoſopher ſometimes ſeeming to think 
one thing and ſometimes another. At one time 
equalled to the gods, it was conceived all uff. 
cient to itſelf, at leaſt in this life: at another time, 
it was a part of the divinity, and returned to it, 


but whether as a diſtinct and ſeparate part or only 
= 3 united, 


* 


[£188 F 

united to the whole; whether at reſt and enjoying» 
a kind of inſenſihle being, or x more active intel 
ligence, when deprived of the ineumbrance of 
body, we cannot well tell. The wiſh of the beſt 
philoſophers was for its immortality, agreeable to - 
the native ſentiments of the ſoul; but probability, 
far from being clear of doubt, was the utmoſt could 
be offered, in point of argument, for it: while an- 
nihilation hung over it, in the dark mind of the 
more ee 6 0” ones. 

The ſame may be ſaid; of a ge of wn 
and puniſhments after death: the beſt notions of 
which, among the wiſeſt nations, were rather ſuit- 
ed to amuſe the mind, and to invite diſpute or 
ridicule; than to A the rational og ae | 
truth. 5 


On: other important points, philoſophy was 
equally in the dark. The origin of evil, or the 
remedy for it. The proper or a plauſible means 
of appeaſing God, and of reſtoring human nature 
to a ſtate of favor with him, by repentance and 
an entire change: of diſpoſition in nature. Real 
and: ſolid motives: to conſolation and ſupport in 
trying or afflicting ſituations, in which neither the 
pride of the philoſopher, nor the prefumprion- of 
the ſuicide ſhould have any part. Some plain 
rules and principles of juſtice, order and good 
neſs, ſuited to all capacities, and equal to the 
whole extent of human duty and regard to God: 
to man, and to ourſelves. Some unexceptionable' 

mode 


LT.” 


ed to the purity, majeſty and unity of the Divine 


nature of man. 


On theſe, or other ſimilar points, we ſeek to no 


contentions or ſeeming morality of the philoſo- 


are thoſe which, in a moral if not rather pruden- 
tt tial way, are directed to man as an individual, 
{al purſuing alone his own happineſs or quiet, and 
forgetful of all things elſe above and around him: 
A proof of which we have 1n the advice. of the 


commending an indifference to the miſconduct of 
even a child, rather than diſturb the paramount 
object eaſe, by having recourſe to correction. 


As for the Poets, who may be conſidered in 
ſome ſort as inſtructors of mankind; they did little 
more, except when they ſeriouſſy thought of flat- 
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F a fables of the ancients, ſtripping them of their 
; prudiſh air of allegory, where they had any, and 
b making them court the public eye with all the 
{ g meretricious arts which ingenuity or an unreſtrain- 
| ed licentiouſneſs could give them. The religion, 
i | ; | 

\# * Socrates. _ + Epictetus. | | 

1 including 
. Va | 


mode of public and private worſhip, equally adapt- 


Nature, and to the defective but ren, | 


purpoſe for any ſatisfactory information in the vain 


phers. - The beſt inſtructions we have from them, 


greateſt of philoſophers*, to a proſtitute, inſtructing 
her how to retain her lovers; and in that of ano- 
ther f, who ſtands next him perhaps in rank, re- 


tering princes for their emolument, than amuſe 
. themſelves in giving an agreeable and ſometimes 
ſeducing dreſs to the moſt ridiculous or groſſeſt 


» WW 


af 9 2 
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2 * 4 
| inclading the WP) of the poet, was the tell. 
gion of Polytheiſm, inviting, by the powerful 
| charms of the Muſes, and the more powerful force 
of Olympic and authoritative example, to the 
free'ſt or moſt ſhameful indulgence of the paſ- 
fions. Better had it been for mankind, as our 
Lord faid of the follower that betrayed him, that 
fuch inſtructors had never been born—whether 
we. conſider their own honor or the crimes "my 
were inſtrumental 10 be 


A fourth ſpecies of religious and moral teachers 
were the Legiſlators, who gave law and uſage to 
their reſpective countries. With theſe, we might 
hope to find ſome ſhare of the ſobriety at leaft, if 
not the wholefome correctives of magiſtracy. But 
beſides that their eivil laws were either vague, de- 
fective or ſubverſive of true morality ;=beſides, 
that they could not reach the heart in any in- 
ſtance, their regulations with reſpe& to religion 

and religious worſhip, were founded on the preju- 
dices of the people, and erected a formidable bar- 

rier againſt any innovations on thoſe prejudices, 

and the eſtabliſhed modes of worſhip reſultmg 

from them. How to raiſe contending ſtates to a 
condition of emmence or ſuperiority, by policy 

and by arms, was the principal aim of the legiſla- 

tors of antiquity ; and their ſucceſs, in this way, 
was meaſured not fo much by the principle of juſ- 

rice that dictated their laws and regulations, as by 
a hardineſs of character and a boldneſs of enter- 

Ow which a love of glory, artfully favored and 
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ftimulated,. lad, and dt bid defiance to 


the rights of all other nations that could preſent a 


ſeducing occaſion for triumph. 


If ſuch was the miſerable and dark ſtate of reli- | 


gion and morality. in the Pagan part of the world. 
With the Jew we find only ſome ſcattered rays of a 


clear and wholeſome. light—the commencement, 
as it were, of a dawn, that-promiſed a glorious 


and long-wiſhed-for day. The evident deſign of 


the Jewiſh œconomy being to prepare for a full 
and perfect diſpenſation of divine revelation and 
mercy; the nation of the Jews itſelf; the diſeri- 


minating laws, under which they were preſerved 


as a diſtin& people; the. types and figures which 
were couched under all their ceremonies, legal 


" inſtitutions and offices; and even their various re- 


velations, predictions and prophetic inſtructions, 
have an apparent reference to ſomething elſe, 
which, agreeable to expreſs declarations and to 
their own hopes, was to give light, and mean- 

ing—fignificancy, and importance to them. Like 


the parts of a plant wrapped up and diſguiſed, as it 
were, in an inſignificant ſeed, which require the 


concurrence of affecting circumſtances, to bring 
them into viſible form and arrangement, and to 
give life, beauty, and import to them. Such is the 
religion of the Jew : without the Chriſtian Diſpen- 
ſation, which unfolds and perfects it in all its parts, 
it would be dark, puerile, and even offending, in 


many particulars, to the cultivated mind, not ſub- 


jugated by previous habits to it. | PT ED 
It 


BS > 
It is in the Chriſtian Diſpenſation then and in 
that alone, that we are to look for ſatisfaction in 
all the great points of human inveſtigation and 
concern. This carries the mind of man as far as 
it poſſibly can go, and no farther (which is a proof 
of the wiſdom from above that deviſed it) on ſub- 
| jetts, on which the wiſe and virtuous of all ages and 
nations have deſired and earneſtly ſought after in- 
formation. In it we find no redundancy,—no 
want: nothing indeed, that would ſerve to gratify 
mere vanity or provoke preſumption; but at the 
ſame time, nothing that is forbidden to the modeſt 
and rational deſires of a creature fo highly favour. 
ed by his Creator. In it the Divine Nature, as far 
as man is concerned to know or is in reality capable 
of knowing it, is diſcloſed to him, with all that is 
relative to im, in the divine government, cor- 
reſponding to that Nature. The infinite juſtice of 
God requiring the puniſhment of fin and diſobedi- 
ence, in the creature, in the moſt awful and in- 
tereſting manner poſſible; and at the ſame time, 
his equally infinite merey and goodneſs pardoning 
the offender, through the all- ſufficient atonement 
offered in his ſtead, and providing the means, thro? 
faith alone in his Redeemer, of reſtoring him to 
order, to favour and to happineſs. The dependant 
nature of man, his criminal weakneſs and his diſs =» 
order, with his reſource againſt both in divine aid, 
influence and protection under Chriſt, who, victo- 
rious over death and the author of it, is become 
the chief ſtone of a new and ſpiritual building unto 
5 W The enemies of the peace, the virtue 
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Jaws for the regulation of the conduct of the 


„„ 


and the felieity of man, whom he has to encounter, 


on this tranſitory ſtage of his exiſtence, that is, the 


devil, the world and the fleſh. The arms he is 


furniſhed with againſt them. The certain immor- 
tality of the ſoul, and a ſtate of endleſs duration 


after death, in which happineſs or miſery muſt be 


its portion, according to the filial and dutiful, or 
undutiful and unfihal nature of its conduct and de- 


portment here, or in other words, according to its 


works. The conſcience of an imperfect and of- 


fending but repenting creature, freed from all 
alarm and dread at the awful and approaching de- 


eifions of eternity, on terms perfective of obedi- 
ence, and equally reconcileable with the purity and 
Holineſs of God, and with the lapſed, but ſtill im- 
proving and improveable ſtate of man. The res 


ſurrection of the body or that part of us, which we 


would conceive to be conſigned irretrievably to 


duſt and aſhes, and its re-union with the ſoul, as 


an inftrument of pleaſure or pain, though in an in- 


finitely more extended and ſenſible degree, here : 
after as well as here. The form of the final judg- 


ment itſelf, in which we are ſo deeply concerned, 
with the perſon and power of the Judge, whoſe 
coming we are taught to look for even with joy. 


The eternal ſeparation of the good and the bad, 
the penitent and the impenitent, on that moſt im- 


portant of all events. In a word, we have in it, 
the moſt expreſs declarations on every thing that 
eoncerns an immortal, rational, and accountable 
being, either in his preſent or his future ſtate ;. The 
cleareſt, moſt beneficent.and moſt comprehenſive 


hu- 


* 


* ] 

man creature, fully adequate to the deſign of 
them, in the renovation and utmoſt poſſible per- 

fection of his nature: With the means that the 
wiſdom of God has thought fit to appoint, to give 
efficacy to thoſe laws, and to ſecure the requiſite 
fulfilment of them, notwithſtanding their apparent 
contrariety to the originally corrupt propenſities of 
nature. And all ſo confirmed by a variety of, 1 
may ſay, infallible evidence, both human and di- 
vine, that nothing can defeat or ſuperſede it, where 
fair 1 1 rational 1 Serre 18 given. way ws 


— 


Wirh 0 a pe light as this; which no 
deſcription can fully diſplay, and which the heart 
of man muſt beſt be acquainted with by feeling its 
efficacy, the pooreſt and moſt unſkilled of all hu- 
man inſtruments were enabled, in a manner in- 
ſtantaneouſly, to convert the world, and equally ts 


cConfound the pride of the Philoſopher, and to ſub. 


due the obſtinacy and prejudice of the ignorant. 
But here in truth we ſee what God can do, when 
he wills, and not man.— His is the work, and His 


de the ny” 

With reſpect to after-ages, his — ns be. 
be light was obſcured, in a ſhort time, to a 
great part of mankind. What, through the cor 
ruption of nature, men were unable to give birth 
to, they were with divine permiſſion but too able; 
through the ſame corruption, to adulterate or ta dif; - 
guiſe. In the Mahometan and Papal deviations, 
engendered both almoſt at the fame time from the 
fermented dregs of ambitious contention and dif. 
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pute, we diſcern the dark machinations of worldly 
art and policy adopting every inſtrument and 
means for the attaintment of power, and for the 
gratification of the utmoſt ſtretch of ambition 
which mortals could aim at. If theſe bold and ar- 
rogant deceivers, who, under different names and 
pretenſions, have aſſumed to themſelves the powers 

of the Almighty, have not totally extinguiſhed the 
light of Chriſtianity by their preſumptuous intro- 
ductions on it, we owe it to the providence of God 
in the Reformation, which, after ages of the pro- 
foundeſt ignorance and darkneſs, ſuperſtition and 
corruption, that the world ever ſaw, gave revival 
and efficacy to it. By reſcuing the books, in 
which that ſacred light is alone contained in its 
purity, from the oblivion to which they had- long 
been conſigned by the moſt deteſtable and deſtruc- 
tive arts;—by reſtoring that unerring ſtandard of 
judgment; that ſalutary ſource of true knowledge 
in ſpiritual and divine matters; and that faithful 
guide of human life and conduct; we are enabled, 
at this day, to contemplate it in its original beauty 
and excellence, and to aſpire, at leaſt, to the at- 
tainment of the glorious objects of it. If the jarr- 
ing and diſcordant ſects, which ſprang up at that 
diſtinguiſhed æra of mental emancipation from the 
moſt oppreſſive of all fla very, have each ſubſtitut- 
ed or blended ſomething of its own with it, and 
thereby tarniſhed its ſplendor, and brought diſre- 
pute and diſcredit on it, from the uninformed, the 
lazy and the vain: If we are no longer one body, 
governed and directed alone by one head (for 


A 23 1 1 

evan: leader is the ſpiritual and would be preſum- 

* ſumed infallible guide of his own ſect:) If oppofi- 
tion has taken place of concord; enmity and abuſe 
of charity and brotherly affection; and diſtruſt and 
-- jealouſy, of mutual confidence and unanimity; 
and if we are thereby rendered incapable almoſt 
of engaging with any equivalent ſucceſs againſt 
the groſs libertine or the proud and ſelf. conceited 
infidel: Vet, while we have the word of God to 
appeal to, and can feel a becoming confidence in 
the abundant teſtimonies its author has given for 
its truth, we have the inſtrument in our hands, 
whereby, after all, under the great Captain of our 
ſalvation, ſucceſs muſt be obtained, knowledge 
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diſſeminated, and union and reformation, accord- - 


ing to the full import of the words, be effected 

with mankind. This much to be wiſhed- for ob- 
ject, it is the peculiar duty of the Miniſtry to at- 
tend to, and to endeavour to attain, by all the juſt 
and proper means which God has put in their 
power. And this is the ſecond * for our con- ; 
aderation. | | 


We ws ſcen chat our Lord was pid to ap- 
point a Miniſtry, or, an order of the people detached 
from the concerns and occupations of mere animal 
life, for the purpoſe of communicating his ſpiritual 
favours and bleſſings, which are ineſtimable in their 
value, to mankind. This chen is the end and deſign, 
and a glorious end and deſign it is, of their ap: 
pointment: And how far they are bound to mains 
tain. ng effeQt it, 8 the depravity and i N 
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of the world, will appear evident from theſe few 
conſiderations; as it concerns themſelves; as it 
concerns ſociety; and as it concerns God or n 


4 
7 


As it concerns themſelves, their honor calls on 
them to execute, in ſome juſt and faithful manner, 
the truſt repoſed in them. Here the deſpicable 
character of gentlemen, that is, of public ſtrollers 
and idlers in a fine dreſs, to ſpeak plainly, or even 
the more flattering one of ſcholars, ſhould be of no 
avail, and will be of no avail in the eye of ſound 
judgment, to ſecure from ſhame and diſgrace ; if 
the cauſe (ſo momentous in all its conſequences) 
for which they are appointed, ſhould' be treated 
with neglect or indifference by them. The only 
ſource of real honor and diſtinction, is the faithful 
and conſcientious diſcharge of one's duty. This 
alone ſtands the teſt of reflection: and in propor- 
tion as the duty to be diſcharged, or the truſt com- 
mitted is of greater or leſs importance even in hu- 
man matters, ſo is the honor or the diſhonor, re- 


flected from it, to be eſtimated; how much more 
then ſo in divine matters? This is not all. Had 
the Miniſtry undertaken the duties of their order, 
without fee or reward, they would be bound, on 


the principle of honor, as it concerns themſelves, | 


to fulfil them. But this is not the real caſe. Our 


Lord has put the inſtruments of his goodneſs in a 
ſituation, in which hey ſtand, indebted to man- 
kind, as well as mankind to them“ The la- 


Ve urer, ſays he, is worthy of his hire :” and this 


| is 


CS 1 


ah title by which the Miniſtry bas a claim on 


the temporal benefits of ſociety, without engaging 
in the manual tvil and hardſhips that procure them. 
But it is as /abourers in another reſpect ; that is, 


in the ſpiritual concerns of man. They ate an = 
an obligation therefore, in its own nature of the 


"edit human force, to anſwer the deſign for | 


which the order is ſupported independent of me- 


nal labor; and it becomes them to attend to it of 
their own free accord. The day may come, as we 
ſee it has already come to a neighbouring kingdom, 


for trying the force of this reaſoning, and the juſ- 


tice of their claims, on this ground of obligation. 
And God himfelf, the Author of juſtice and the 
Ruler of all events, will decide for or againſt them, 
not by partial, but by impartial reſpects. If it 
ſhall be found that the Miniſtry, inſtead of being 
labourers in the vineyard of Chriſt, are only try- 
ing how each ſhall live moſt at his eaſe and flatter 
beſt his vanity, While he endeavours to poſſeſs 
himſelf of all he can of the rewards of labour; 

God may turn the ſcale againſt them, and depriv- 
ing them of their portion, may pronounce, in an 


 irrefiſtible language, the long impending ſentence, | 


Ve wicked and flothful ſervants !“ -I fay not 
this as their enemy, but as their friend. Impiety 


and licentioufneſs are daily gaining ground; and 
the people are tolerable judges, at leaſt of What 
concerns their 7ntereſt : If they ſhall perceive, 23 


they are ready to do ſo, that the labour, anxiety, - 


and fervile cares of life are on one ſide; and the | 


88 oſtentation and indolence of 11 en the 
D | | other; 
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other; the mere external forms and- ceremonies of 
a religion, reluctantly performed and worſe-incul- 
cated, will be of little weight in their minds to 
16034 overpower the natural ſenſe of juſtice, and to main- 
iin a diſcrimination in ſociety ſo much againſt 
[' themſelves. The Miniſtry is farther bound, on a 
perſonal conſideration, to the active and faithful 
diſcharge of their truſt, as it is the proper, if not 
only means of ſecuring their preſent or their eter- 
nal felicity. © We have not, ſaid the Apoſtle, 
followed cunningly deviſed fables.” And the beft 
and fureft proof can be given of this, as to every 
individual in the Miniſtry, is the ſmcerity with 
which he endeavours to fulfil, like the great Apoſ- 
tle himſelf, the duties of his ſacred ſtation and 
calling. This will give him true ſatisfaction of 
mind, and induce order, ceconomy and liberality 
into his family, if he has any: This will confirm 
religion and the ſecret and ineſtimable benefits of 
religion on his ow? heart, and that of his offspring - 
inſtead of giving them up, as is uſually the caſe, 
from a contrary conduct, to a wretched and deſ- 
tructive emulation of the world in all it follies and 
extravagancies—But here, the narrow bounds 
we muſt ſet ourſelves, will not allow us to extend 
this conſideration farther. We turn therefore to 
another ; the benefit and advantage of ſociety or 
mankind in general. 
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If there are any benefits and advantages to be 
derived in general from religion from true re- 
ligious inſtruction, inducing a regulation of the 

conduct 


235 


we 


e PEAS a At One; "i 7 
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n 


eu agreeable to it; the Miniſtry is bound to 


they live for themſelves, it can by no means be 4 


procure them on a general plan of Divine govern- 
ment. For this it was appointed at firſt; and for 
this it ſtill ſubſiſts, by the ſpecial order of Pro- 
vidence, in a militating world. If it can with 
juſtice be ſaid of any man or order of men, that 


ſaid ſo of the Miniſtry. They, in a peculiar man- 
ner, are the ſervants of Chriſt, to miniſter unto 


his houſhold Heir bread in due ſeaſon: And woe 


indeed be to them, if the deficiencies of his 
houſhold ſhall be required at their hands! In a 
word, there is no peace and happineſs to the indi- 
vidual ;—no bond of union and benevolence, no 
ſenſe of order and juſtice to ſociety : There 1s no 
ſpring of virtue, or motive to moderation; no 
reſtraint on vice and wickedneſs ;—no conſolation 
of hope no ſupport of patience; no jult ſenſe of 
God, and no real reſpe& for man; no ſatisfaction 
in the preſent, and no ſecurity againſt a future 
ſtate of things, but what can alone be found in and 
obtained from the Chriſtian Religion duly taught 
and adminiſtered. That, rightly underſtood and 
implanted in the ſoul, is every thing to man, both 


in this world and in the next! Individuals, fa- 


miles, and kingdoms are all, ſeparately and joint- 


ly, benefited by it: All conditions and- ranks, 


* 


even the proudeſt, if it truly knew its own intereſt, 


are alike indebted to it: And no tranſaction in 
private or in public life no ſecret thought of the 
heart can be free irom its. learching, but benign 


influence. If then the motives of general advan- 
D 2 tage 


DE. 

tage and happineſs, extending through the whole 
progreſs of unending though varied being, can be 
of any efficaey to rouſe the mind from its natural 
love of indolence, and to ſtimulate the Miniſtry 
to the attainment, in any or every poſſible degree, 
of theſe great and invaluable benefits furely, 
theſe motives are ſufficient for it! But ſtill were 
the benefits and advantage, reſulting to mankind, 
from the knowledge and practice of the true and 
genuine religion of Chriſt, to lie at the option of 
the Miniſtry, on the ground of human motives 
alone; ſome colour for neglect might be ſought in 
and urged from the general indifference, and, we 
may ſay, rooted oppoſition, except with a few, to 
the pure profeſſion of Chriſtianity in private and 
in public life. To prevent ſuch neglect therefore, 
or the pretence for it, God has given a {till higher 
motive to the right diſcharge of ſo important a 
duty, as that of the Miniſtry, in the honor and 
reſpect we owe to Him. With this conſideration 
we ſhall conclude, and it bears in it the ſum of all 
the reſt. | 


God, who alone is or could be the Author of 
the Chriſtian Diſpenſation, in communicating it to 
mankind; not only ſaw the neceſſity and the benefit 
of it to his creatures; but alſo the oppoſition and 
the difficulties it would meet with, from the native 
corruption of the heart of man. For which rea- 
fon he did not leave it to its own Proper attrac- 
tions, or to the reaſon and virtue of mankind. 
After having ſuſtained it againſt the utmoſt force 
| | : of 


. 
of oppoſition, which malice, cunning, or power 


| could raiſe againſt it, he delivered it to his diſei. 


ples, with the encouraging example of a. Con- 
queror, riſing above all dangers and diſtreſs, and 
with the full aſſurance of an Aſſiſtant and Protee- 
tor in their exertions, Who ſhould remain with 
them to the end of time. Under Him therefore, 


they are to act, and to Him they are to direct all 
their labors, regardleſs of the conſequences, as 
they reſpect themſelves in this world. But they 
are ſo to act as to be equally prudent and harm- 


Jeſs, and to direct all their labors and ſervices. to 
tbe honor of Him that ſent them. Let your 
light ſo ſhine before men, that they may ſee your 


good works and glorify your Father which is in 
heaven.” © Whoſo reeeiveth you receiveth me; 


and whoſo receiveth me, receiveth Him that ſent 


me: is the language of our Lord to thoſe whom 


he had choſen, as his ſubſtitutes on earth till His 
coming again. The Miniſtry then is not a- 


countable to itſelf or to the world only: It is in « 
a much more eſpecial manner accountable to God, 
for the manner in which it gives effect to the means 


He has appointed for the redemption of mankind. 


It 18 not for themſelves or an adverſe world mere- 


ly that they are to labor; but for the Author and 
Giver of all good their Sovereign and Redeemer 
here, and their very great and endleſs Reward 


hereafter. Through the labors of the Miniſtry it 5 


is, in diſſeminating the light and exerciſing the 
powers they are entruſted with, that God ãs hanor- 
ed and ſerved. as he ought to be, in ſincerity, 
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in purity, and in truth. <a through their 
neglect or improper adminiſtration it is, that 
He is diſhonored and offended in every reſpect, 
and in every degree of impiety and of crime. 
Wherefore God, in the prophet Malachi, addreſſ- 
ing himſelf in a particular manner to the prieſt- 
hood, reproaches them for his diſhonor 'and for 
what the people committed through their neglect: 
« A ſon honoreth his father, and a ſervant his 
maſter: if then I be a Father where is my honor? 
and if I be a Maſter where is my fear? faith the 
Lord of hoſts unto you, Oh! priefts :—< The 
prieſts' lips ſhould keep knowledge, and they 
ſhould ſeek the law at his mouth; for he is the 
meſſenger of the Lord of Hoſts. But ye are, de- 
parted out of the way: ye have cauſed many to 
ſtumble at the law: ye have corrupted the cove- 
nant of Levi.“ And he aſks: © Which of you 
will light a candle for nought ?” with much more 
to the ſame purpoſe. But here we ſhall cloſe this 
branch of our diſcourſe, only obſerving ; That 
whatever may be the threatenings of God to a 
careleſs or a contemptuous prieſthood; the re- 
wards of his ſervice will be proportioned as well 
to the nature, as to the difficulties of it: and that 
a time will come, when the righteous, and parti- - 
cularly thoſe who turn many to righteouſneſs, 
ſhall ſhine like the ſtars in the Kingdom of their 


| Father: 


* 


I 


1 will perhaps be expected, that before we en- 


tirely conclude, ſome application ſhould be made 
to 


L246 
to the particular occaſion of this meeting. We 
mean it. But it muſt be ſhort. ; 

The Society you are now forming, on principles 
conſiſtent with thoſe of Chriſtianity, and for the 
beſt purpoſes of the human mind; goes, in the 
direct deſign of it, and as far as it may extend, to 
anſwer the great and all important views and com- 
mands of the Author of ſalvation, in his eſtabliſh- 
ments on earth for the good of man. His Miniſtry 
are peculiarly charged with the grand objects of 
his diſpenſations ; and it is their indiſpenfible obli- 
gation, as it is their province, to carry His views 
and commands into execution. The occaſion for » 
it, on all accounts, is beyond expreſſion great: 
Nor can this be otherwiſe diſpenſed with, but in a 
total denial of the verity of the Chriſtian diſpen- 

ſation. It is however, to be lamented that the 

Miniſtry, with the lamp of God in their hands, 

have long ſlumbered and flept—careleſs of them- 

ſelves'—careleſs of the world, and of the cauſe of 
God in it! Though the enemy is ever on the 
watch againſt them. But whatever may be the 
neglect, and the crime of courſe, of the general 
and particularly the ſuperior part of the order; it 
is ſtill in the power of individuals at leaſt, who 
are any way ſenſible to the nature and importance 
of their fituation, or feel any way affected for the 
honor of their Maſter, to whom they are account- 
able, —it is in their power to correct in ſome mea- 
ſure the growing evil; and, though in a narrow 
ſphere, to endeavour, in their own perſons and by 
| | every. 


a+ 


hh. 
every means of rational and religious improve- 
ment, to accompliſh the will of God. A Soeiety- 
formed for this purpoſe, and meeting with a view, 
Emodeſt and becoming in itſelf, to mutual aid 
aid encouragement, ſeems at leaſt wor/hy of ſup- 
port, and likely to meet with concurrence from 
every one, within its reach, who is not content 
with a bare livelihood, or with the gratifications 
of vanity and pride in the Church. But whatever 
may be the deſign of ſuch a Society, and how- 
ever likely it may be, in all human appearance, 
of ſucceſs; we may be perſuaded that without 
the concurrence and affiſtance of Him, on whom 
we muſt depend for all good, even in the ſmalleſt 
minutiæ of his providential favors, it will avall 
nothing—it will kindle and expire like a meteor * 
in the ſame breath. The principle then, on whith MW 
it muſt invariably meet and act, at all times and in 
all circumſtances muſt be piety, humility, and de- = 
pendence on God in all their branches. With ſuch 1 
4 principle, enlivened and quickened by its own n 
activity, we need not fear its meeting with that = 
| ſucceſs and happy effect, which will be propor- "ſh 
tioned, or more perhaps than proportioned under 
WE a gracious Providence, to the blank it can occupy 
Wi in the moral world. To God therefore, and to 
our only Saviour Chriſt, we muſt commit it and 
ourſelves, with ſuch lowly though ardent and 
ſincere deſires, as are becoming the mere inſtru- 
ments of His pleaſure. 
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1 have but one word more to add, and that is 
by way of earneſt intreaty: That all jealouſy and 
pride —all preference of ſelf) or love of diſtine- 
tion for literary fame and talents, may be bantſh- - 
ed from among us: that, while we endeavour to 


improve and fit ourſelves, by mutual labor we * 8 


aſſiſtance, for the momentous duties of our ſtation, 
we may not ſow and cultivate the ſeeds of diſorder 
and enmity, in our own breaſts, and of decay and 
diſſolution to the Society itſelf; which can alone 
ſubſiſt, with advantage, by the cultivation of all 
the mild and peaceful, the tender and benevolent 
virtues of Chriſtianity. If I have ſaid too much, 
pardon me. Your appointment made it my duty 
to offer you my thoughts freely and fincerely : 
And I have endeavoured to fulfil it, with the 
hope of allowance for my own defects. We are 
conſcious of no deſert, here or elſewhere, that we 
do- not owe to a Superior . And His be the 
PINES. _ 
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8 SHORT 


REFUTATION. 


OF THE 


HEBESTES, 


PART THE FIRST. 


Pickin, is noching plainer or more certain to 
human reaſon, than this: That the difference or 


diſtance between any created being, though of the 
higheſt order, and God the Creator, is infinitely 
great in itſelf; and that for any ereated being to 
aſcribe to itſelf the titles, the powers and perfec- 


tions of God the Creator, would be a preſumption 
and folly of the higheſt and moſt criminal] nature, 


eſpecially if this ſhould be done under colour of 
communicating a pure revelation from God, for 


bringing mankind off from all worſhip of the 


creature, into which they had fallen, to the ſole 


worſhip of God, and for laying down a rule of 
truth, with reſpect to judgment and practice in 
divine matters. 


Now Chriſt publiſhes and bet: to publiſh : a 


pure revelation of the will of God to mankind, in 
1 order 


| ARIAN AND SOCINIAN, OR UNITARIAN | 


* 


* - 
IS ty CO nA FR {OP 3 „ 36 * * 4 _ - 
4 mung 4 i" : 4 OM Boone OH Wt 4 


infinite juſtice, to Him, their ſole Creator and 
heavenly Father, from whom they had departed 
and againſt whom they had rebelled. But in 
doing fo, Chriſt takes, and permits to be aſcribed, 
to himſelf, the Names, whereby God alone is to 
be diſtinguiſned from all created beings, and 


77 8 1906 power, quality or virtue, but as the in- 


tor and Preſerver of all other beings: Such as 
God, the Son of God, the Jehovah, or incom- 
municable name of God, the Father, the Great 
God, the only wiſe God, the Alpha and Omega, 
the Beginning and the End, the Firſt and the Laſt, 
the Almighty, the only - God and Lord, 
e Chr, Kc. L 


ie Joes more ; He acts perſonally as God, in 


over all the works of nature; in ſhewing an irreſiſ. 
tible authority, not only over the bodies and ſouls 
of men, but over infernal Pirits; in comniand- 
ing belief and truſt in Him, in the ſame maniter 
as in God; in declaring chat He will give eternal 
life to all who believe, that is, truly believe in 
and obey Him, as God; in receiving the worſhip 
of man, as God; in governing in the kingdom of 
God, that is with infinite power, & c. as ſuch and 
as Ring of kings, and Lord of lords; and in diſtri- 
buting ſpiritual gifts to men: &. 


Ttle goes fil! Farther. He mews Hitnfelf thod, 
bp LEA and aferibiig to himfelf the infitiite 
Attributes 
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forgiving Ins; in exerciſing. an univerſal power : 


onde to. ere e in a way confiſtent with 


whereby he is to be comprehended, not as a fingle | 


nite, all- perfect and fel. exiſtent Being, the Orea- | 


», 


if WW 
Attributes of God, which none but God ean pof- 
feſs. Orbixifeience, not only in knowing the ſecrets 
of the heart, but in revealing future events, and 
in being the only judge of quick and dead, where- 
by he thuſt know all things paſt, preſent und te 
come; without any ſecondary means or interme- 
diite affiſtante: His Omnipreſence, in the*protee- 


tion and fupport of his people and church in Ali! 
the moſt diſtant parts of the world; that is, in be- 
ing invifibly preſent wWirh His people in All places 

at the ſame time, though as diſtant and as oppoſite 


as all imaginable diameters of the earth could 


make them, agreeable to his own. declaration, 


pl hat where two dr three ſhould be gathered toge- 
ther in His Name, there he would be in the midſt 
of them, i. e. in every given place in the earth at 


once, though holding his throne in the Heavens 


and fitting at the right hand of Ged: And His 


Omnipotence, in doing whatſoever the Father 


doth; in poſſeſſing all things chat the Father hath, 


as his on; in creating the worlds; and in award- 


ing or puniſhing, at laſt, in the preſeace-of His 
holy angels, with unlimited power, the obedience 
or diſobedience of mankind to that will and thoſe _ 


laws which he had publiſhes to chem. S APY > 


# 


Wath Alumptiohs ſo Kreat and Semen 
words and expreſſions, indicative of God and his 
incominutticable attributes, fo ſtrong, ſo various 
and fo _ if Chriſt is not God, in the full 


ſenſe 


* The toilowing Texts of Scripture „i be fully ſuffient, at 
xa one would think ſo, to convince the moſt obſtinate, if a Ar 
ous. attention ſhall be * them; In them we nd the Name 

er and 
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tC. 4 
ſenſe of the word and in its direct meaning, with- 


out ſubterfuge and evaſion (which would only the 
more en the unn, of Chriſt 8 5 miſſion and the 


and every thing elle whe to God, aſcribed. to Christ 


and the Scriptures cannot he. 
The Name. Pſal. xlv. 6, 7. Ifa. ix. 6. IIA. 2. 1 * 8 
i. . unc xx. 2. 1 Tim. uw. 15, 16. Acts xx. 28. Rom. 5 


8 Epiſt. of John 1 1. 16. and v. 20. 


The Attributes: Awake, O ſword, againſt the Man, my 
Fellow. Zech. xiii. 7. 
Omnipotence : John iii. 31. John y V. I7, 18. Rev. i. 
8, and ix. 17. 
Omniſcience: John xvi. 30, and xxi. 3 n vi. 8. 
John ii. 24, 25. Rev. ii. 23. 
Immenſity: Matth. xviii. 20, and xxviii. 20. John iii. 
a 13. | 
Immutability: Heb. i. 11, 12, and Xili. 8. 
Eternity: Ifa. xliv. 6. Rev. i. 8, 17, and xxii. 13. 
Lit. i. 8, J. Moll. V- ©. 
The works peculiarly belonging to God aſcribed to him: as, 
Creation: Ifa. xlv. 11, 12. John i. 3, 10. Col. 1. 16. 
Heb. i. 2, 10. 
Preſervation: Heb. i. 3. Col. i. 17. | 
The ſending the Divine Spirit: John xv. 26, and xvi. 


7, 14. 
Regeneration: John v. 21, and x. 16, and xiii. 18. 
Acts xvii. 31, and xx. 28. Rom. i. 7. 1 Cor. i. 


3. 2 Cor. i. 2. Gal. i. 3. Eph. i. 2, &c. 
Chriſt is honored likewiſe as God; by, 

Prayer directed to Him. Acts vii. 59. 1 Cor. i. 2. 

Faith and Hope placed in Him, Pal ii. 12. John xiv. 1. 

Praiſes and Thankſgivings, Glory and Honor rendered Him. 
Rev. v. 5, 13, and xiv. II. | 

The Nature of God alſo expreſsly aſeribed to Him. 

Heb. i. 3. Phil. ii. 6, Col. i. 15, 19, and ii. 9. 

See particularly the Arth of Iſa. from the 21 verſe to the end, 
compared with Rom. xiv. 10, 11, and 12 verſes. 

Would it not be a negeſſary guard againſt the ſpreadin con- 
tagion of Arianiſm, to familiarize Vouth, in the courſe of their 
education, and particularly thoſe intended for Orders, with the 
above and other paſſages of Scripture of ſimilar import? Some 
marked attention in this way ſeems to be particularly neceſſary at 
this time, when. the public mind is every way diſturbed and un- 
ſettled in matters of religious Faith, and there is no knowing 


whe re ig norance and prefumption may worry it. 


% 
« - 


uncertainty 


(39 J | 
uncertainty of all revelation) He is a criminal de- 
ceiver in the higheſt degree; and the Seriptures 
are abſolutely falſe, and the moſt diſingenuous or 
abſurd of any writings in the world. | | 


But the Scriptures are true; 1 as would * 
God, publiſhed to mankind by Chriſt, is true, and 
confirmed in the higheſt poſſible manner, by in- 
diſputable miracles, prophecies, &c. and God has 
ſet to his ſeal, that they are true, by the wonderful 
converſion of the world from idolatry, and the 
as wonderful preſervation and protection of that 
Church which profeſſes to believe in Chriſt as 
God; and this the Arians themſelves confeſs: 
therefore Chriſt is God in the plalneſy fulleſt and 
trueſt ſenſe of the word. 


* 
{5 0s 


| This concluſion is 8 confirmed by theſe 
three conſiderations ; ; | 


| Iſt. That the S pre are written in a plain 
and ſimple manner, without diſguiſe or art or eva- 
ſion; that they are written for the uſe of men of 
the plaineſt comprehenſion— for the unlearned as 
well as for the learned of all ages and nations; 
and that they profeſs to declare alone what is rue, 
without reſpect to the ſubtleties of human elo- 
quence, and without aſſuming any ground from 


human prejudices, or preconceĩved notions not 
taught of God. 


24. That they declare, that there is no other 
Source of divine knowledge, or truths reſpecting 
the Divine Nature, &c. None, ſays Chriſt, knoweth 
Ng. LS | the 


k f 


the Father but the Son, and they to whom theSen 
will reveal Him. And therefore, they put-us on 
our guard againſt the diſtinctions and preſumpriens 
of mere human reaſon - pretending, on ſuppoſed 
principles of philoſophy, to explain the word and 
truth of God, and to narrow and limit it accord- 
ing to the vain eonceptions of the darkened and 
depraved reaſon of Man. And the Seriptures re- 
quire, that our Faith ſhould: be placed, not in 
the wiſdom of man, —that is, the wiſdom of 
this world and the princes of this world that come 
to nought; but in the wiſdom of God, in a myſtery, 
even the hidden wiſdom, which God ordained be- 
fore the world unte our glory: which none of the 
princes (that is teachers and rulers) of this world 
knew: for had they known it; they would not 
have crucified the Lord of Glory,”—(for blaſ- 
phemy, in declaring himfelf to be the Son of God, 
3. e. equal with God) 1 Cor. ii. 5, &c. They far- 
ther aſſure us, That the natural, man ra th 
not the things of the Spirit. of God, for they ar 
fooliſhneſs unto him ; neither can he. know 525 
becaule they are ſpiritually diſcerned,” 1 Cor. ii. 1 
Wherefore the Apoſtle charges us, 0 Beware. ich 
any man ſpoil you through philoſophy, and vain 
deceit, aſter the tradition of men, aſter the rudi- 
ments of the world, and not after Chriſt: For in 
Him dwelleth a// the Fulneſ of the Godhead 
bodily.” And Chriſt himſelf fays,, © Whoſoever 
hath feen Me, hath ſeen the Father ;” having ſaid 
before: © If I tell you catthly things and ye be- 
lieve not, how ſhall ye believe, if I tell, you of 


heayenly things.” This conſideratign is particu- | 
A | : LET 7” 


1 4x 1 
larly neceſſary to make us prefer and put on the 
tractable diſpoſition of Children, (if we would be 
taught of Chriſt) without which no one ſhall enter 
into the kingdom of Heaven. | 


po That the Scriptures, which declare that 


God is one, and forbid the having or the wor- 
ſhipping any other; command expreſsly, That 
all men ſhould 4onor the Son as they honor the 


Father :” that is, by aſcribing to Him, agreeable 
to the divine atteſtations for it, the attributes and 


perfections, unlimited, of God, and by worſhipping 


—obeying and truſting in Him as ſuch: which 
they would not have done, in direct. contradiction 
to themſelves and to divine command, if Chriſt, 
the Son of man, had not been alſo the Son of God; 
that is, God with us; the true God; who made 
the worlds; the Almighty. Of conſequence, © who- 
ſoever hath not the Son (as very God) hath not 
the F ather:” © Ye believe in God, believe alſo in 
Me,” ſays Chriſt, and I and the F ather are one.“ 


This then I conſider as a full Ea ſufficient re- 
futation of the Arid hereſy and bug others ee 
from it. 


} 


PART THE SECOND. © 


wy 


FROM what has been obſerved in the fore- 


going, may clearly be perceived the Divinity of 


our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, as far at leaſt 
as Scripture can be conſidered as a plain, juſt and 
unequivocal Rule of Faith. 
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T o heap proof upon proof, ſhould not in reaſon 
be required ; and whatever may be done in this 
way, on a ſubject ſo i important in itſelf and ſo in- 
tereſting in all its parts and conſequences, ſhould 
be aſcribed rather to the abundance of the Proof 
God has provided and to the Care he has taken for 
the eſtabliſiment and fupport of this Grand Truth 
this Rock of our Salvation; than to mfufficieney 


in the proof already advanced. 


In thĩs part then, we ſhall akluce a few conſi- 
derations more, that caſt farther light on and for- 
tify the concluſion already drawn ; ; determining 
however, to be as conciſe as poſſible, and pointing 
rather as an Index to the ſubject, than intending 
to diſplay and unfold i it. 


The proof of the Divinity of out Lord, is a 
proof of plurality of Petſoris in the Gedbead. 
This point evinced, and human feaſon, if we 
ſhould not rather call it human reſumption, is 
foiled. The diffculty, at which it recoils, is 
overcome, and Reaſon is ſubdued to Faith. It 
muſt either reſt then in its own ignorance, in ſpite 
of Revelation, or acquieſce in the Revelation of 
this Truth. But as the word of God is emphati- 
cally deſcribed as having two edges ; ſo here this 
Truth, that is, a plurality of Perſons in the God- 
head, is equally eſtabliſhed from another quarter 
and from a different ſeries of Revelation, tending 
to the ſame point: I mean the Divinity of the 
Holy Ghoſt conſidered as perſonally diſtinguiſhed, 


from the Father and the , under and by the 


names 


T9353 7 
names and attributes of God without any gualifi 
cation or limitation whatever. 


Me muſt obſerve however on chis point ; that, 

though the Scripture atteſtations of the Divinit) 
and diſtin Perſonality of the Holy Ghoſt, are 
abundantly ſuthcient .to require and found our 
faith in thatzeſpe& ; yet, they are not ſo nume 
rous as thoſe which go to eſtabliſh the Divinity of 
our Lord. The reaſons for which, may be; Firſt, 
Becauſe a Plurality once eſtabliſhed in the Divine 
Nature in the perſon of the Son, there remains lit- 
tle or no difficulty to be overcome, from human 
reaſon, with reſpect to the Holy Ghoſt. The 
doctrine aſſerted and confirmed, in all that variety 
of ways which divine wiſdom has adopted, in one 
inſtance, makes it eaſy of belief and acceptation 
in another. And next; Becauſe the Son appear- 
ing in the guman nature, it was the more ne- 
ceſſary to prevent the natural eſſects, with re- 
ſpect to human reaſon, of ſuch appearance; and 1 to 
remove every ſhadow of objection, from a degra- 
dation ſo low and ſo apparently unworthy, of the 
Divine Majeſty. But the Holy Ghoſt acting in a 
| ſpiritual and. inviſible manner, and that in a Way 
which, in itſelf, . demonſtrates, His infinite power, 
knowledge, goodneſs and holineſs, as well as the 
uniyerſality of his preſence, —the, bodies c of Chril- 
tians all, over the world, and however diſperſed 
and removed in time and place, being the Temples 
155 the Holy G hoſt, it was the leſs. nepeſlary to in- 
ſt on the declarations and proofs of His Divinity, 
= once,  perlonally diſtinguiſhed from the Fa- 
8 ther 
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1 44 J 
ther and the Son, as in Baptiſm, form of Bleſ- 
ſing, &c. | 


Still the proofs of the perſonal Divinity of the 
Holy Ghoſt are, in all their extent, a new additi- 
onal confirmation of a Plurality of Perſons in the 
Godhead, and therefore, a further and invincible 
refutation of human error in denying it. Beſides 
the proofs, in this reſpect, as was hinted above, lie 
open to no objection from human prejudice, on ac- 
count of that deep humiliation and ſuffering, which 
may indeed excite our admiration and wonder, 
though not our diſbelief in oppoſition to Revela- 
tion, in the perſon of the Son of God, our cruci- 
fied Saviour and Redeemer. It may not be amiſs 
to take notice, that the prevalence of the objection 
laſt mentioned, may be ſeen, in the manner in 
which the Arians and others, who oppoſe a Plura- 
lity in the Godhead, manage and direct their diſ- 
putes. It being moſtly againſt the Son, that they 
level not only their arguments, but their invec- 
tives; whereby they more particularly fulfil the 
Scriptures, in © denying the Lord that bought 

them.” EH oo 


What weight ſuch an objection ſhould naturally 
have, in point of reaſon, is not now the queſtion. 
Rate it at the higheſt, it dwindles into nothing, 
when oppoſed to divine and infallible Revelation 
from God. And certainly it ſhould ſeem highly 
neceſſary to be on our guard againſt dictating to 
God, and preſuming on our narrow notions to con- 
ceive that He ſhould think or act as man would do. 
The very Pride of man, which gives the objection 
„ 4 | its 


* 


* 
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its magnitude and weight, being in itſelf a ground 
of caution in our judgment; as it is a proof of our 
own ignorance, folly, depravity and preſumption, 
in whatever way, and in whatever concerns * 

blends and exerciſes itſelf. . 


A plurality in the Godhead being thus doubly 
eſtabliſhed, either propoſition gives and receives 
force from the other ; and from both together a 
power of evidence reſults, that nothing but mental 
or a blindneſs can withſtand. 


Let us now urn ö to another ſide of the 
queſtion, I mean, to the conſequences of 7his 
Doctrine with reſpe&t to mankind. It is evident, 
That if the Doctrine, in the ſenſe now ſtated; was 
from God it muſt have been intended, and for 
that purpoſe revealed, to have ſuitable conſequen- 
ces on the condu&t—the religious reſpect and de- 
portment of mankind. To worſhip God in a way 
agreeable to Revelation, 1s to worſhip the true 
God and to render an acceptable ſervice to Him: 
To worſhip God in any other way, is not to wor- 
ſhip the true God, but a God of our own imagina- 
tions, and the ſervice rendered to ſuch, is a ſelf 

willed ſervice, ſo far from being acceptable to the 
true God after a full declaration of His Will to 
mankind, that it is a direct rejection of His Will, 
and a rebellion againſt his Sovereign Authority to 
command our obedience in every reſpect. 


Now what was the conſequence of this doctrine, 
on the conduct of the Apoſtles and firſt Chriſtians, 
as well as on all the different Churches planted by 

them? 
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5 It was Aten, in the moſt direct, open, 


full and unreſerved man er, of Ohriſt, the Son- of 


God, ho thought it mot æobbery, being in the 


form of God“ (chat is, being really, God as well 


as really Man, and aſeribing nothing to himſelf 
that did not ſtrictly belong to Him, which other- 
wile would be a robbery indeed to pretend) . to 


be equal to God. It was adoration, in thought, 


word, and action ;—it was adoration, in aſcribing 
to Him the names and attributes of God; in pray- 
ing to Him; in believing in; in obeying; and in 
relying on Him as God, the inviſible, omnipreſent 
and all- powerful God. It was adoration, void of 


any apprehenſion or caution with reſpect to ido- 
latry, in paying not only a ſeparate worſhip to 
Chriſt as God, but by ranking Him, together with 


the Divine Spirit, with the Father, in the moſt 
ſolemn forms of worſhip, and without any the leaſt 
diſtinction of ſuperiority or inferiority in any of 
the Perſons. of the Godhead, lo. named and wor- 


ſhipped. 

"This is a proof in fa#, which nothing can ſur- 
mount: It was a living interpretation of the words 
and doctrine of our Bleſſed Lord; and we muſt 
Tay, it was alfo a faithful and. nn on expli- 


cation of that aſtoniſhing myſtery, God 1 in Chriſt 
reconciling the world to Himſelf. 


A conſequence of ſuch: a nature ( whidh- cannot 
be denied or doubted) on the condu# of the Apo- 
tles, the firſt ' Chriſtians, and all the numerous 
Churches planted by them, was naturally to be ex- 
pred” and of courſe followed from the Doctrine, 

as 


L 4 } 
AS it is. now ſtated, reſpecting the Godhead of the 


Son and of the Divine Spirit, as well as of the 
Father, in the plaineſt and fulleſt ſenſe of the words. 


that convey it: In any other ſenſe in the ſenſe of 


any of the different ſects of Arians and Socinians, 
a conſequence of /uch a nature, was not to be ex- 
pected, and could no way be accounted for on 
prineiples of reaſon, but muſt be aſcribed to infa- 
tuation, and to a deluſion of the moſt extraordi- 
nary kind. 


_ The adoration of one omnipotent God, undd 
vided and incommunicable in his attributes, be- 
fore whom the greateſt of created and limited 
beings are as the duft of the air; is fo foreign from 


the adoration of the Chriftian Church, in aſcribing - - 
equal honor, majeſty and glory, as omnipotent,  * 


to the Son and to the Holy Ghoft, as well as to the 


Father :—The difference is ſo great between theſe 


two doQrines, and the confequences of one and of 
the other are ſo obvious; that to fuppoſe the Apof- 


tles, &c. right and in their ſenſes, in acting as they 


did, we muſt ſuppoſe, that their belief accorded 
with their practice, and their practice with their 
belief; and that this laſt is therefore an ample and 
unconteſtable confirmation of the former, as far 
as men, acting fincerely and under the conduct of 
the Divine Spirit, can be ſuppoſed to confirm 


what had been already taught and confirmed of 


God. 


e * 


There are likewiſe other proofs, of the greateſt 


moment in themſelves, which farther eſtabliſh this 


Truth, and which are ſo intimately connected 


with | 
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with it, as conſequences of it, that they muſt ſtand 


or fall together. Such as the ſatisfaction of Chriſt, 
in his death, for the ſins of the whole world —a 
ſatisfaction that is only of infinite avail on account 
of the Godhead or infinite dignity of the Perſon, 


who is pleaſed to make the ſatisfaction for man to 


God. The honor of God's government maintain- 


ed in pardoning the diſobedience and fin of his 


creatures, Without affording encouragement for 


fin and diſobedience in any of his creatures, from 


I very. nature of that ſacrifice which procures 
- And, to mention but one more, the Juſtice of 
God in laying fin and the puniſhment of ſin on 


Chriſt, who alone as God is ſufficient to take it 


upon himſelf, without impeaching that juſtice, by 
laying it on any created being, if any created being 
could properly take it upon himſelf; Wi 
alone, as God, is both juſt in taking or having it 
laid upon him, and the Jultiher 4 of thoſe that be- 
lieve in his Name. 


Conſequences of this nature are ſo many and ſo 
creat, particularly if we ſhould take in the love of 
God manifeſted in the redemption of the world by 


Himſelf alone, 1 iv the perſon of Chriſt, as God and 


man; whereby that love 1s diſplayed with ineffable 
luſtre and benignity; whereby it confers unbounded 
conſolation ;. invites the utmoſt confidence ; ; and 
engages and prompts the moſt ardent returns of 
gratitude and love: The conſequences, I ſay, 


are ſo many and fo great, that to do juſtice to them 
in any degree, and to elucidate the additional 
proofs, reſulting from them, for the Doctrine itſelf 


with which they are connected, would require 
| much 


* 


and who 
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much more ay! a ſheet or two of paper. * Suffice 
that they are conſequences of a Trinity of Perſons 
in the Godhead, and that they are clearly ſet” 
forth and inſiſted on in Scripture ; and that 


therefore they are farther and illuſtrious proofs 3 


the Doctrine on which they reſt as on an immoye- 
able baſis . 0n this Rock, ſays Chriſt, I will 
build my Church, (meaning the confeſſion of His 
Divinity) and the Fakes of hell hall mob Karl 
againſt It. 


5 3 e en 
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PART THE THIRD. 


In this and the following part we ſhall pay ing? 
tention to ſcriptural and other objections Which 
the Arians advance in e to er Doctrine 
in queſtion. | ; 

For the right underſtanding and explaining of 
Scripture, this plain rule is obviouſly neceflary : 
That whatever point of Divine Revelation is clear- 
ly expreſſed, frequently repeated, and frrongly 
enforced in a great variety of ways; no other 
paſſage of Scripture ſhould be conſidered, and 
much leſs forced, to contradict and oppoſe 1 it, elpe- 
cially when ſuch paſſage may have a diſtin mean- 
ing of its own, to which alone it is to be applied, 
and in which it ſtrictly concurs with the other more 
aſcertained _ of e 177 * * in- 
ſtance: | | 
1ſt. When Chriſt ee 4 The F . is greater! | 
than me. John xiv: 28. The paſlage is to be 
underſtood of his human nature, (as the contex 
elf ſhews) in which he was then about to ſuffer, 
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as man and for man, in obedience to the will of 
God, and as a faithful ſabjed, who came to fulfil 
all righteouſneſs. And the ſtation of a ſabject re- 


quired, it may be preſumed, an acknowledgment 


agreeable t to it, from One who was to at up to the 
full extent of the character in all reſpects. This 
acknowledgment may likewiſe be farther eonfider- 


ed, in the way and at the time in which it is made, 


i. e. juſt before his death, when he was Preparing 
his Diſciples for that awful and to them aſtoniſh- 
ing event; as a motive of acquieſcence and conſo- 
lation in his crucifiction and his temporary depar- 
ture from them, as well as a reaſon for the neceſſity 


of it: © My Father 1s greater than I ;”—therefore, 


it is neceſſary that I ſhould obey him, as man, or 
the ſon of man, by ſuffering and appearing in His 
Preſence, as Sovereign, to make full atonement 
for man, who is hereby reſtored in my perſon, the 
Repreſentative of man, to the preſence and favor 
of the Sovereign King and Lord of man, and is 
made again the obedient ſubject of his righteous. 
and eternal kingdom. The words of the Apoſtle 
evidently carry this ſenſe, when he ſays, < That 
as by the diſobedience of one man, many were 
made ſinners; ſo by the obedience of one, many 
ſhall be made righteous.” 2 / 


J 


Thus this paſſage ] has a . a Wupertant 
meaning in itſelf, that correſponds with and reſults 
from our Lord's human nature, as the Son of man; 
and is ſo far from deſtroying or even weakening 
the force of our Lord's character as the Son of. 
God, equal and one with the Father, that it ſerves 
to * the whole ſcheme of as incluſive 
+ 3 1 of 
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of botk characters, is Divinity and Humanity in 
a more . and a more * and a nece ary” 


: point of light. 


It muſt here 3 too; that che Apes 5 

tles had, ſome time before this diſcourſe of our 
Lord, made an explicit confeſſion, in the perſon” ; 
of Peter, of the real Dignity of their Maſter; in 
which our Lord ſo acquieſces, that he adds no- 
thing to it, to reduce their notion of Him, witk 

reſpect to his Divine Character, which certainly 
it was then the time to do, if they had conceived 
too highly of him: On the contrary he pronounces 
the Apoſtle, who makes the confeſſion, bleſſed, | 
and confirms him in the character he gives, by 
aſſuring him that it was the Father himſelf who 
had revealed it to him: declaring farther, that 
upon'this character of himſelf, as hen expreſſed, 
he would build his Church, as the Church of God, 
againſt which nothing ſhould prevail. What our 
Lord ſaid afterwards therefore is not to be taken in 
oppoſi Ition, as a reduction, or new modification or 
trait of this Character, which he had already ſet- 
tled and confirmed in 4heir minds; but as a re- 
quifite part of the human character, the whole 
purpoſes of which they were not yet * ac- 
quainted with. 


And it is highly a of tice! that'our nr 

is fo careful to preſerve his Diſciples in the full im- 
port and truth of the Divine Character, which 
they had eonceived of him from his miracles, de- 
clarations, &e:; 38 that he does not, till he was about 
to leave the world, and to fulfil, to a jot and a 
rittle, the whole law of Gant in his human r 
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make. TY of an 1 which might be con- 
ceived to weigh againſt. what he had taught re- 

ſpeẽting his Divine Character; and then only, 
once in his life, when he could no longer poſtpone 
any declaration or act, that fell in with his ſubjec- 
tion, as man, to God. A circumſtance this of ſo 
remarkable and of ſo extraordinary a nature, in 
One who was wiſdom itſelf, that it is a ſtrong, ad- 
ditional confirmation of his Divine Character in 
its moſt unlimited extent. | | 


"The reverſe of this Paſſage, wil re to der 
the conſequence now drawn, in a point of view 
too clear and forcible to admit of ee or 3 
T WOT. gun ele 


The Scribes and Phariſees, Ec. were re ready DI i 
to take our Lord in the low and inferior condition 
of the character in which he appeared as man: they 
wanted not to be poſitively told, that he was infe- 
rior, in his human nature, tothe Father : : Butit was 
neceſſary to convince them of the reverle, i. e. of 
of his equality with the F ather, in his divine nature, 
which was what they ſeemed deſirous to know, 
but were in fact unwilling to believe on any teſti- 
mony. In a ſituation ſo very delicate, and ſo diffi- 
cult for Truth to be told, with any degree of ſafety 
to his perſon, our Lord does not conceal what he 
came to make known, but he ſo declares or reveals, 
it, as to make it inconteſtably certain and evident: 
In revealing and afferting his Father's glory, he 


makes that glory his own: My Father worketh 


hitherto, and I work ;” for this the Jews feek to take 
his life, becauſe he called God his Father, making 
himſelf wat; to God. The works of the F hor 
8 ** ER 1 : here 


8 


1 


here are the Works of the Son; chat i is, e | 
preſervationy- Kc. yet the expreſſion is ſo word- 


ed that the inference as to equality is left to be drawn 


rather by others than by Himſelf. On another oc- 
caſion he tells them; “] and my Father are One.” 
This, though: a direct anſwer to their inquiry of him, 
reſpecting his real character, was ſo offending to 
them, that, as uſual, they were about to ſtone Him, 

becauſe, as they ſaid, te that he being a man had 
made himſelf God.“ T hefe paſſages ſhew—for it 
is not neceſſary to have recourſe to many as well 
as a thouſand, what the deſign of our Lord was in 
making himſelf known under both his characters, 
according as thoſe he ſpoke with required 2 | 
| mation in one reſpect or the other. 


24d. Other paſſages of the ſame nature wich this, 
are ſubje& neceſſarily to the ſame rule of i interpre- 
tation. As when our Lord puts off the requeſt of 
the two ſons of Zebedee, by telling them, that it 
was not 47s to grant it, but that it ſhould be given 
to them for whom it was prepared by the Father. 
Now the Father had put all things into the hands 
of the Son; and the Father himſelf judged no man, 
but had committed all judgment unto the Son, 
that all men might honor the Son as they honor 
| the F ather. Therefore the Father, in the paſſage 
above, ſtands not in oppoſition to the Son in his 
Divine Nature, in which he was one with the Fa- 
ther, and acted as the Father, &c.; but in oppohti- | 
on to the Son in'his human nature; and i is, in that 
ſenſe, a fit anſwer—and a mild reproof, which con- 
veyed neither dejection nor diſcouragement, to 
3 ambitious demand « two. favorite Apoſtles. 
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They: conceived of his kingdom as earthly, niet 

Him as a partial King diftriburing earthly: rewards, 

more from favor than from juſtice: But, asfuch He. 

had nothing to give; and His kingdom was the ſpi- 

ritual kingdom of the Author of juſtice, who - 
regarded all his children with equal tender- | 
neſs and without reſpect to perſons; for obtaining a 

place and diſtinctions in whieh kingdom a certain 
preparation grounded in humility, that they were 

yet to be acquainted with, was neceſſary, and in 
which infinite juſtice and not human partialities 
muſt deeide:—a ſceptre of desu en wht ro be 

the ſeeptre of his kingdom. 


That this paſſage will admit of no * inter- 
pretation is indiſputably clear from this farther, 
conſideration: That if Chriſt is a King, in any 
juſt ſenſe of the word—and-thatiHe. is fuch; all 
Scripture teſtifies and he.bimſelf;.deelared before 
Pilate, having. come into the world for this pur- 
pole, that be might be a King, though „is king- 
he muſt ad as a king, in aſſigning appointments, 
in rewarding and puniſhing, agreeable to ſtrict 
truth and juſtice; and with /ffczernt authority and 
diſcernment ;—otherwiſe he is no king, and his 
kingdom may be equally denied of every other 
world as well as of this—So abſurd and preſump- 
tuous it is to wreſt the words and meaning of Scrip- 
ture to any other ſenſe than that God himſelf, the 
Author of Truth, has given them! 


zd. In another place, when the Apoſtles are de- 
-firous to know, Whether at that time the kingdom 
ſhould be reſtored to Ifrael ? our Lord anfwers, 
4. SEL that 
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chat it was not 8 them to know the times 3 the 
ſeaſons, which the Father had put i in his own power. 
Here the Father is a general term, incluſive of the 
Son and Holy Ghoſt, and particularly ſignifies, that 
it was a fpixitual kingdom, under a ſpiritual Head, 
(which Head in a more particular manner is Chriſt) 
that they were to look for, and that was to be eſta- 
bliſhed i in the world. So that the term F ather here 
is more ſtrictly applicable to Chriſt, in whom 
dwelleth all the fulneſs of the Godbead bodily, 
and who, according to Ifaiab is, The Everlaſting 
Father,” than to any other; and gives, in itſelf, a 
clue for the underſtanding of other like expreſſions 
of Scripture ; For Father is as juſtly applicable, 
with reſpect to mankind, to the Son, in whom we 


are-created and redeemed, and to the Holy Ghoſt, x 


by whom we are ſanQified and born a-new, as to 


God, the Father of Jeſus Chriſt; as may befully un- 2 


. derſtood by the preceding paſſage, by the Lord's 
prayer, (in which the kingdom, the will or com- 
mands of Our Father are the kingdom; the will or 


| the commands of our Lord Jeſus CNT — by 5 
n parts of ee. 


"oo Again, our; Lard fays, with reſpedt to , the + 
end of the world, ar perhaps of the Jewiſh ſtate - 
and œconomy, as figurative of the other; That 
of that day and hour knoweth no man, neither the 
angels in heaven, nor the Son, but the Father,” -. 
or as St. Matthew has it, my Father alone.” In 
this pallage, the Son fignifies the human nature, 
which is neceffarily limited and diſtin, and 
was to be conceived as fuch. But that the Vivine | 
N ature, 'of which Chrift fays t to the Jews, © Before 
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Abraham was 7 am,” is to be comprehended here 
under the word Father, is evident from what im- 
mediately precedes in bothGoſpels, That heaven 
and earth ſhould paſs away, but that His words 
ſhould never paſs away:” and why ſo? Becauſe 
be was infinite in power and knowledge, and had 
already, even before Abraham or the world was, 
appointed and predeſtined the execution of his 
words and defigns in their due ſeaſon. Chriſt was 


the Word, by which the world itſelf and all that 


belongs to it was made and conſtituted, and there- 
fore, of neceſſity, He muſt have foreſeen all times 
and occaſions, to the niceſt point, indiviſible to 
human apprehenſion, for the fulfilment of the coun- 
fels of his will. This 1s farther evident, from what 
is ſaid of the Divine Spirit, and which ſhews that 
He muſt be included likewiſe in the term Father, 
here made uſe of; © For the Spirit ſearcheth all 
things, even the deep things of God;” that is; 
whatever 1 is moſt deep, even infinitely more ſo 
than any deſtined period of this world —8⁰ dn | 


18 this doctrine guarded. 


5th. The. laſt pallage, neceſſary.t to * — 5g no- 
tice of, is that of the xvth ch. of the ft to the Cor. 


from the 19th verſe to the end. 


© This whole Palle is intended to prove che 
Reſurrection of the body, in Chriſt the firſt fruits 
from the dead, as to his human nature; and a ſtate 
of endleſs immortality aſterwards in the eternal 
kingdom of God, when the mediatorial kingdom 
of Chriſt, that conſiſts in the aſſumption of the 
manhood, all ceaſe, as 5 preparatory only to a ſtill 
greater 


C 59 ] 
greater, in which God ſhall be all in all, and all 
pure, eternal and unchangeable. 5 | | 


Of this mediatorial kingdom, defigned for the. | 
recovery of diſordered creatures, Chriſt is the 
Head and King i in his human nature; of this there-. 
fore, he ſays, © That all jet is committed 
unto the Son, and that the Father himſelf judgeth 
no man;” and in this, at the final diſſolution of 
all things, will he come, to make an eternal ſepa- 
ration between the good and the bad, to reſign 
theſe to their ſelf-willed and ſelf- earned and then 
irremediable miſery, and to transfer thoſe, as ſer- 
vuoaants and lovers of Chriſt and God, into that infi- 
nitely pure and endleſs kingdom, in which the in- 
finitely pure and holy nature of the whole Godhead 
may freely communicate itſelf to all his ſanctified 
creatures, becauſe, as the Apoſtle ſays, © we fhall 
then be like unto Him,” and © we ſhall ſee Him 
as He is.“ When fin, imperfection and trial ſhall 
ceaſe, then ſhall that temporary kingdom of Chriſt, 


the Mediator between God and man, ceaſe with 


them, the end of its merciful appointment being 
attained, i. e. the reſtoring, through a courſe of 
probation and ſuffering, of repentance, faith and 
obedience in this-life, of fallen creatures to that 
neceſſary ſtate of holineſs, without which no man 


ſhall ſee the Lord. 1 


On the Reſorrection of cur Lord from the dead: | 
he makes uſe of this ſignificant expreſſion to Mary 
Magdalene, whom a ſudden tranſport of joy, at ſee- 
ing her Lord again, would have thrown at his feet 
to embrace them; "Sg Touch me not; for I have not 
H >a 
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yet aſcended to my Father" ignifying that the 


ſmalleſt ſtain of fin, while it yet remained, was a 
cauſe of ſeparation between God the Creator and 
the creature; and that however it might be ſuffer- 
able to the human nature of Chrift in the preſent 
ſtate of things, it was by no means fufferable to his 
Divine Nature holding communion with the Father. 


The temporary or mediatorial kingdom then of 
our Lord, for which he came into this world—for 
which in infinite mercy to man he reſigned for a 
while the glory he had with the Father before the 


world was—andfor which, being in the form of God, 


(i. e. God equal with the Father,) he made himſelf of 
no reputation, taking upon himſelf the form of a ſer- 
vant, to fulfil the good pleaſure of God in our re- 
demption from the power of Satan and the guilt of 
ſin:=—This temporary and diſtin& kingdom of the 
Meſſiah muſt be given up, when the purpoſes-of it 
ſhall be fully attained, to God and the Father; that 


is, to the who/e Godhead, Father, Son, and Holy 


Ghoſt, ſo that a// ſhall ever after be in a/l, as per- 


e wi in themſclves and agreeable to God. 


That this is the ſenſe of this paſſage may be made 
farther evident, if neceſſary, by all thoſe paſſages 
of Scripture which aſcertain the Godhead of Chriſt, 


and his ineffable union with the Father, as the great 


I AM or ſelf-exiſtent Being, the Firſt and the Laſt, 
the Almighty, of whoſeeternal kingdom there ſhould 
be no end: as in Hebrews i. 8. © Thy throne, 
O God, is for ever and ever, &c.” This is likewiſe 
manifeſt from that paſſage of the Apoſtle to the 
Epheſians, i. 22. 23. where he ſays of Chriſt, that 
| God 


3 


L588 31 * 


God © hath. put all things under his feet and gave 

Him to be the head over all things to the church, 
which is his body, the fulneſs of Him that filleth all 
in all.“ Chriſt then is the fulneſ of God; and as 
ſuch, being one with God, he filleth all in all; other- 
wiſe he could not be the f/neſs of God, whole inſi- 


nity or whoſe filling all in all, as it is expreſſed, isthe 
meaſure of the fulneſs of the Godhead of Chriſt, and 


muſt therefore be all in all with it. It is farther ſaid _ 
in the verſes immediately preceding, ſpeaking of 


the exceeding greatneſs of his power to us-ward 


who believe, according to the working of his mighty © 
power, which he wrought in Chriſt,” that he, God 
the Father of glory, raiſed him from the dead and 
ſet him, &c. Now Chriſt ſays of himſelf, lay 
down my liſe: no man taketh it from me; but Hay 
it down of myſelf, and I take it up again :” in ano- 
ther place he ſays tothe Jews; © Deſtroy this tem- 
ple, and in three days I will build it up again ;” 
meaning his body, the temple of the Divinity af 
_ Chriſt reſiding in it. Therefore Chriſt is God, the 
Father of glory, here ſpoken of as raiſing him from 
the dead ; and what the Father doth he doth like- 
wiſe, that we may believe in Him and in his infi- 
nite power, without any diminution or degradation, 
in the ſame manner and degree that we believe in 
God. Again, it is ſaid, in Col. iii. 1 1. that . Chriſt 
is all, and in all ;” ſhewing him thereby to be that 
Infinite Being, NR is every where preſent with his 
creatures and in them Chriſt our life,” in whom 
we live and move and have our being, {piritually 


as well as naturally; and who filleth all in all, as 


being the unlimited fulneſs ndelt 100 God, and FI in 
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60 ] 
whom dwelleth all the fulneſ of the Godhead 
bodily.” 


I conclude this whole paſſage in the words of 


the Apoſtle John, 1 Epiſt. v. 20. And we know 
that the Son of God is come, and hath given us an 
underſtanding that we may know Him that is true: 


and we are in Him that is true, even in his Son 
Jeſus Chrift. This is the rue God and eternal life.” 


PART THE FOURTH. 


PRESUMPTIONS and evaſions from Reaſon, 
againſt the Doctrine of the Trinity, is what the 


Arians, &c. think themſelves ſtrongeſt and beſt for- 
tified in. With reſpect to Scripture they are oblig- 
ed to make ſtrange work—to ftrain every point, 


and to run to the utmoſt length of ſophiſtry and in- 


genuity, to be able to hold out, and to give a dif- 
ferent and even oppoſite ſenſe to the direct mean- 


ing of the many words and paſſages. of Scripture 
that make againſt them: as if the Divine Spirit 


had made uſe of a language that could not be un- 


derſtood without the utmoſt violence and contor- 
tion, that ſome ſage individuals among mankind 
could by the moſt intenſe poring, give them. For- 
tified however, as they may think themſelves on the 
ground of reaſon, I believe it will be found, on fair 


inquiry, that they are at leaſt as weak here, as they 


are unfair with reſpect to Scripture. | Let us try 
them 5 in their own way. 


- Echleviving that the bete perſon of the God- 


heat i is but a created and derived Being, they re- 


IS preſent 


1 6: } 
OTE: the Son as the offspring of the Father, 


begotten in time, and therefore not ſo old, that is, 


not eternal as the Father. This I ſtate as an argu- 
ment from reaſon, becauſe, though it may ſeem to 
be drawn from Scripture, it is certainly no where 
authoriſed by it, and the concluſion is in direct con- 
tradiction to it. A circumſtance that, one would 
think, would be ſufficient to make one ſuſpect the 
goodneſs of the argument on which it is grounded; 
and yet Dr. Clarke, a ſober reaſoner, introduces it 
with a flouriſh, as if it had edge enough to cut the 
knot that has puzzled the boldeſt underſtandings 
of this world. 


Now Father and Son are coeval terms: the Fa- 
ther having no exiſtence, as a Father, but by the 
Son. The ſame moment that makes the Son, makes 
the Father; and both are therefore equal as to any 
diſtinction in time. But it is abſurd to ſuppoſe that 
the relative terms, Father and Son are intended to 
denote any priority in order of time. For as to hu- 
man beings, if we conſider them in their origin, as 
applying to the Godhead, Hey are all created, and 
the firſt man was made, as was alſo the Son at the 
ſame time, having a previous exiſtence in the Fa- 


ther before his immediate birth; and if of the Son i 


it may be ſaid, that he was begotten, ſo of the Father 
it muſt be ſaid, that he was created. So very tri- 


vial and deluſive is the reaſoning of the Arian drawn 
from the mere exiſtence or mode of exiſtence, of 


material beings, who being all created, derived and 


dependent, cannot in any ſuck reſpect, bear a juſt 
reſemblance to the ſelf-· exiſtent and unindependent A 
Being ; and if, in a figurative way, they may be 
[oppor . 
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ſuppoſed to do ſo, in fach reſpects, the figure we 


have ſhewed ſtrictly hana A 3 r n 
point of time. e 


If hb Arians. "4 are foiled "HIS let us 067 how 
it will ſtand with them, in other points of reſem- 27% 
blance in which the terms Father and Son may 
truly be intended to be of uſe, in forming our ideas 
on the nature of the Godhead. 
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Now in the firft place, the human Son isthe exact 
reſemblance of the nature of the human Father, in 
all its powers and faculties—in all its internal diſ- 
poſitions, and its capacities of external action. If 
the Father is infinitely ſuperior to all the other cre -. 
tures of this world; ſo likewiſe is the Son in every 
poſſible reſpec: If the Father has powers to make 
all the parts of nature ſubſervient to his uſe; juſt 
the ſame has the Son, and in the ſame proportion. 
If the Father is endowed with moral diſpoſitions 
and capacities for maintaining a government and 
dominion over all other creatures ; he has nothing 
more in this reſpect than the Son. In a word, if the 
Father is capable of creating things, as 1t were, by 
the mere ſuggeſtions of his intellect ; ſo is the Son 
in a way which admits of no diſcrimination of ſu- 
periority or inferiority. 


2. 


2dly, The Son is in a ſtate of exact correſpond- 
ence with the Father in point of mutual intercourſe 
and love. The Son is capable of receiving all the 
love of the Father, and of making a full and equal 
return to it; and in this mutual reſemblance and 
* the happineſs of 8 is founded. All 
L other „ 


I 0 }Þ 


other creatures of the ereation are infinitely inferior 


to them in this reſpect, and can only be regarded 
with ſuch a proportional degree of love as is ſuited Þ| 
to the inferior capa*ities of their natures. But the | 
Son is capable of abforbing the whole love of the 
Father, and the Father of receiving the whole love 


of the Son and of being well pleaſed in it. In a Rate 


of human perfection, where no decays or diforders 
of body or mind was to take place, as in Paradiſe, 
mankind would be fuch an image of the Deity, in 


this reſpect of reciprocal intercourſe and love, that 


7 


Fe have, in a manner, no property but at their 


9 


nothing could be more ſuitable to expreſs a perfect 
equality, in a point fo indicative of the ſuperiority 
of their nature and of the happineſs derived from 
it. The Father living, as it were, only for the Son, 
and the Son living only for the Father: the Father 
eſteeming nothing in compariſon of the Son, and 
the Son regarding nothing in compariſon of the Fa- 
ther: the Father finding unlimited communion, in 


and with the equal perfections and capacities of 1 
the Son, and the Son in and with thoſe of the Fa- a 


ther. Such alone are and muſt be equal. 


zäaͤly, In point of pe ο and property; 1 OY 
ther has nothing in exclufion of the Son, or the Son 
nothing in excluſion of the Father. All other their 


leaſure: even the creatures themſelves are at their 
iſpofal, and know no diſtinction, for there is none, 
as to ſuperiority, in their obedience to one and the 
other. All things are ſeverally ſor their uſe, with- 
out any difference in degrees of power to uſe them. 
All alike reſpect them, and wait their ſeveral ap- 
pointments 110 Sennen from them, jointly or 
D | n; 4 
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1 
ſeparately, without a diſcrimination of right | in one 
more than in another. The poſſeſſion of one is pre- 


_ ciſely that of the other, neither more nor leſs re- 
dundant, neither more nor leſs extenſive. And ſuch 
had it been with man, had he preſerved his original 


likeneſs unimpaired :—Let us make man in our 
Image, fays'God, when he created the whole race. 
But the ſuperinduced fd of the creature is ſurely 
not to be taken into the account of his ſimilitude 


with his Creator. The great outlines of that reſem- 
blance, as drawn by God in the common nature of 
man, are ſtill viſibly diſtinct, and at once, with the 

voice of reaſon and nature, as well as of God, pro- 


nounce equality. 


Another argument, which the ingenuity of man 
has hit on, to ſolve all difficulties and to reconcile 


Scripture, in aſcribing the characters and perfecti- 


ons of the Divinity to Chrift, with the ſuperior rea- 
fon of mankind, is; that Chriſt was made a God of, 


as a reward for what he did and ſuffered —Abfurd 
and ſhocking as this kind of reaſoning is, Dr. Clarke 


has embraced it with the ſeriouſneſs of a philoſopher, 
but certainly not with the fobriety or the fidelity of 
a divine. Here it is to be noticed, that the argument 
ſuppoſes and admits what is of the greateſt conſe- 
quence, i. e. That the Scriptures aſcribe the per- 


fections, &c. of the Divinity to Chriſt. If this then 


is admitted by the ſhrewdeſt adverſaries to the real 
and inherent Divinity of Chriſt, what are we to 
think ? Undoubtedly, either that Chriſt is really 


God, and the Scriptures really and fimply true in 
aſcribing the infinite perfections, &c. of God to 
Him ; : or that they only Pay UPON. « our weaknels, 


— ww 


God 
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and leave us, after all, to the medium four eu 


dark underſtanding to know and to determine what 
God is, as well as what Chriſt is or is not. A ſtate 


of the queſtion this, that leaves no difficulty to per- 


ceive on which ſide reaſon and truth muſt lie. 


But let us examine a little, if indeed worthy of 


examination, this ſubtile ſpecies of reaſoning, which 


.overthrows all reaſon. The natural ſtate of the ar- 
gument would be this, if there is any force in it. 


S] 
= 2 ' 
Fe | 


None but that ſelf-exiſtent Being, who is origi- 


nally endowed with all perfeQions in the moſt un- 
limited degree, is or can be God, in the ſtrict ſenſe 
of the word: 


Chriſt is a ercated Being, not „eee &c. : 

Therefore, Chriſt is not or cannot be, in the 
iſtriẽt ſenſe of the word, God. 

But, created and limited beings, ſuch as Chriſt, 


may be endowed by God with unlimited perfecti- 2 


ons, fo: as.to be made Gods and to be equal With 


God. 
Chriſt is one of - thoſe matic and limited Beings 
ſo endowed, &c. made God, equal to God. 


Therefore Chriſt is God, Ke. though not in the 


firieſt ſenſe of the word, as is 5, hy ſelf-exiſtent 
Being. | ERS 


Now this argument ſhews itsfallacy,-by the bare 


ſtatement of it. Theſecond propoſition of the firſt 
ſyllogiſm, is the preſumption of human reaſon, 
without proof and in direct contradiction to the ex- 
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moſs declarations of Scripture: Its concluſion is 
therefore evidently falſe and pf ee. 


The firſt propoſition of the ſecond Seid is 
unfounded, being totally void of proof, either from 
reaſon or from Seripture, if not contrary to both. 


The ſecond propoſition of the fame ſyllogiſm 18 
a mere prejudice of human invention, which the 
Scriptures are ſo far from authoriſing, that it ſeems 
one great object of them, to aſſert and maintain the 
uncreated and unlimited nature of the Meſſiah, and 
that he is God in the ſtricteſt ſenſe of the word, that 
is, not a made God, but the true and felf-exiſtent 
God. | | 


The concluſion therefore of this ſyllogiſm like- 

wiſe is groſsly falſe, diſnonourable to God, and an 

abuſe of Scripture and Revelation, wings notlung 
but inſanity can juſtify. | | 


The reverſe, "FRE" of theſe concluſions is 
ſtrictly true, and the premiſſes from which it is 
drawn are in the fulleſt - manner demonſtrable 
trom Scripture. I would ſtate i it in this manner. 


That Being, Doe the 3 1 to be 
the true God, to be ſelf-exiſtent and poſſeſſing un- 
limited perfections, is truly God, in the fulleſt and 
ſtricteſt ſenſe of the word: 

Chhriſt is declared by the Scriptures to be the 
true God, to be eb Al and to e unli. 
mited perfection 

-> Therefore Chrift is 4 God, in * nen VIP 


| Hrifeſt ſenſe of the * . 
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The firſt of theſe propoſitions is undeniable, and 


o ſelf-evident, that it requires no reaſoning on it. 
The ſecond may be proved by innumerable pa- 


ſages from Scripture, of which the few that follow 


will be as ſufficient for conviction, with any rea- E 


ſonable perſon, as a thouſand: For one full and 


explicit paſſage muſt be as true as a thouſand de- 


clarative of the ſame thing. 


St. John lays, I Ep, v. 20. „ Wire = ag 
that is true, in his Son Jeſus Chriſt : This is the 


true God, and eternal life.“ Here St. John aſſerts, 


that Chriſt is the true God, that is, God by nature, 
and not a factitious or made God; and that He is 


eternal liſe, than which nothing can be more ex- 


preſſive of his eternity and ſelf. exiſtence; for eter- 
nal life can be nothing elſe than that ſelf. exiſtent 


life which we aſcribe to the true God, and denote 


5 him by, as well as diſtinguiſh him from all other 


beings, that have and can alone have heir derived 
exiſtence from Him. Again, Melchiſedec is a type 
of Chriſt, not only as being a King of righteouſneſs 
and a King of peace; but alſo, as he was without 
father, without mother, without deſcent; having 
neither beginning of days, nor end of lies: But 


made like unto the Son of God, abideth a prieſt 
continually.” Now Melchiſedec has no progeni- | 


tor mentioned in Scripture, nor is there apy men- 
tion made of his death; in this reſpect therefore he 


was deſigned to be an expreſſive type of the living 


God, not in a natural but in a ſpiritual ſenſe! As to 
his human nature Chriſt had God for his Father and 


the Virgin Mary for his mother, i in this reſpe& there. 
fore Chriſt is not to be compared to Melchiſedet, 
; 5 . nor 
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_ Melchiſedec to Him: but with reſpect to the 


Divine Nature, the ſimilitude is ſo expreſſed; as to 
take away all ambiguity, and doubt of His Etex- 
nity: and felf-exiſtence. . In this reſpect he is abſo- 
lutely declared to be without father and without 
mother, and without deſcent; and, as if this frequent 
repetition was not, or might not be conſidered as 
ſufficient to declare that he had no origin whatever, 
in his ſpiritual nature, but was ſelf-exiſtent; it is 
farther ſaid, that he had neither beginning of days 
nor end of life: conſequently that He is underived, 
#&tfnal and felf-exiftent. This manner of expound- 
ing the Eternity of Chriſt, in his ſpiritual nature, 


which the ſacred word has adopted in confirmation 


of the verbal declarations to the ſame purpole, is 
liable to no fallacy or miſapplication into the words 
or in the fenſe of Scripture. Again, Chriſt ſays of 
himſelf, * before Abraham was, T am.” The 
words, J am, it is well known by any converfanit 
in Scripture, are characteriſtic of the ſelf. exiſtent 
and infinitely perfect God; and as expreſſed in the 
Hebrew, was cotifidered by the Jews as ſuch, and 
as incommuinicable to any other but the true, ever- 
living and almighty God: on which account they . 
were about to ſtone Chriſt, as ſpeaking blaſphemy, 
= to conclude this deduction of proof, and to fum 
all in à few words, it is faid in Rev. i. J, 8. 4 

Sf Chriſt; * Behold, he cometh with clouds ; : and 
Wer eye ſhall ſee him, and they alſo which pierced 


| Him: LY all the kindreds of the earth ſhall wail be- 


cauſe of Him: even ſo, Amen. I am Alpha and 
Omega; the beginning and the ending, ſaith the 
Lord, which 7 ts, and which was, and which is zo 
| come, 


< . , , ‚‚Zmmm .. 


5 „ 
come, the Almighty.” Every OE eontext new. 

_ thattheſe words are applieable to Chriſt, or the Son 
of man, and that therefore He is, in his ſpiritual 
nature, eternal and underiveds exiſting im himfelf 


from all eternity and to all eternity; or in all time 
paſt, prefent and to come; and that he is infinite- | 
ty perfect, or poſfefieth al, unlimited perfections, 

as being, The Almighty, whieh he eonldnot be with. | 
out poſſeffing, in the moſt unlimited nn 1 
| ever, all ne nn | 


The nnd propoßtien * e is true 
avid. therefore the: conelufion is true, en not a 
emen TER 


125 Agbs have taken a ſhorter way of: aid 
Dr. Clarke's notion of error, (and his notion muſt be 
pretty much that of all Arians, who will venture to 
define their notions:) But I thought this the ſureſt 
way, however formal and in the manner of the 
ſehools it may be. If Chriſt is only a made God, it 
might be aſked; could the unmade and underived 
God, unmake what he had made? If he eould not, 
then He is not all mighty and is limited even by his 
own work: But if he could, then Chriſt cannot be 

a made God, ſince he cannot preferve hisown being, 
but ſtill holds it at the pleaſure of another and is but 
a dependent creature, which he cannot be as God, 
in any ſenſe, much lefs the true and ſelſ· exiſtent Gd, 
as he is declared to be. When will theſe proud 
judges of the earth learn wiſdom | When will they | 
kiſs the Son, leſt he be angry !—leſt his almighty 


— n 1 
' again 
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againſt them, though but a little: for infinite are 


all His ways; and bleſſed are all they that put their 


truſt in Him, as in the living and eternal God, | 


mighty to ſave or to deſtroy 


Sala to this argument, is that Ws the a : 
of the Eſſay on Spirit makes uſe of, as the ground 


of the whole work, viz. That ſome orders of Angels 
may be capable of creating worlds and the animate 
beings belonging to them ; and that Chriſt is only 
one of theſe. What a rational and judicious way is 
this of evading the force of the Scripture, in aſcrib- 
ing, as it plainly does, the creation of the worlds, this 
and the other worlds, to Chriſt! One would think 
that there was nothing too abſurd or too unfair and 
diſingenuous for an Arian to broach or to eſpouſe, 
rather than yield up the point of underſtanding to 
the Scripture, and to become a child, under Chriſt, 
inſtead of a ſelf. erected teacher! What a degrada- 
tion it is in the eyes of ſome overgrown reaſoners, 


to receive, as newborn babes, the ſincere milk of 


the word, which is able however and alone able to 
fave their ſouls, and by which they muſt grow to 
the underſtanding and Wen of ws as < rati- 


onal nature! 
Now the ground of this confident: tien, 


which that author has fixed on, is perfectly againſt 


any fach aſſertion and of itſelf refutes it. © He con- 


cludes, by analogy of reaſon, from the powers and 
operations of man in this world—his making caſ- 
tles, ſhips, &c.; that angels of much ſuperior powers 


might be capable of making worlds. Unfortunate- 
ly however, for the ſtability of his argument, man, 


whatever 


1 


Again, © Unto which of the angel laid he at any 


whatever powers he may poſſeſs or works he may 
do, is not capable of creating one ſingle diminu- 
tive atom of all thoſe that float in the air before 


him, —or of giving form and exiſtence to a fingle wo \ 
blade of graſs:—nay more, if he was hungry or 


ready to periſh, he could not create the ſubſtance 
of one grain of corn to ſuſpend his own life a mo- 


ment: And much leſs could he give life and orga- 
_ nized bodies to any the meaneſt of the creatures 


of this world. Analogy: therefore, is invin cibly 
againſt him. For as man can create nothing of any 
of the works of nature, though he can change their 


external form. and modify them in a great variety 


of ways; ſo we are to conclude, that created be- 


ings, of whatever order, are equally deſtitute of ' 


powers for the creation of worlds, ſuch as this, of 


animated and of rational beings.” To ſuppoſe that 


extraordinary powers. may be conferred on his 


1 angels, for ſuch purpoſes, by God; 1s to ſtart from 


the argument, and to ſeek a ground of reaſoning 
foreign from analogy, or indeed from any thing 


we can know by reaſon or experience, as well as 


any thing we are given to know by revelation. If 
however, the Scriptures aſſert the contrary ; then 
the concluſion which the Eſſayiſt wiſhed to evade, 
is unavoidable and invincible, viz. That Chriſt is 
God, from his having made the worlds. _, The Scrip- 
tures, I ſay then, do aſſert, That angels are only 
miniſtring ſpirits, ſent forth to miniſter for them 


who ſhall be heirs of ſalvation. » Heb. i. 14. And | 
again of the angels he ſaith, © Who maketh his 


angels ſpirits and his miniſters a flame of fire.” 


time, 
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E | 
time, thou art my Son, &c.” But of the Son, he 
faith, © when he'bringeth the firſt begotten into 
the world, and let all the angels of God worfhip 
Him.” The reafon for this diſtinction, fo great and 
ſo marked, is expreſſed in a verſe or two preced- 
ing, and ſhould for ever filence thoſe who are for 
ſetting up their own reafon, their darkened and 
perverted reaſon, in oppofition to the cleareſt reve- 
lation from God. There it is faid of che Son of 
God, by whom he made the worlds, and net by 
angels, as the Effayiſt would preſumptueuſly teach; 
that being the brightnefs fie floryantithe cn 
| preſs image of his perfon, and hing all things'by 
the word of e power, when he had by Tumſelf 
purged our ſins, fat down at- the right hand- of the 
Majeſty on high; being made (even in the human 
nature, as is evident from the whole -paſfage) ſo 
much better than the angels, as he hath by inhe- 
ritance obtained a more excellent name than they: 
For unto which of the azpels ſaĩd the at anytime &c. 
The infinite power and Majeſty of the Son of God 
zs ſtill farther illuſtrated, and ſet in oppoſition to all 
created intelligences, who are expreſsly declared, 
as is obſerved above, to be but miniſtering ſpirits: 
% But unto the Son he faith ; Thy throne, O God, 
is for ever and ever; a ſceptre of righteouſneſs is 
the ſceptre of thy kingdom :—And, Thou Lord, in 
he beginning haſt laid the foundation of the earth; 
andthe heavens are the works of thine hands (and 
not of che hands of angels). They ſhall periſh, but 
thou remaineſt : and thev all ſhall wax old as doth 
a a garment; and as a veſture ſhalt thou fold them 
e, anckthey Mall be changed: but thou art the 
ſame 
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lame and thy years call not fail: i. e. the ſame 
ternal, ſelfexiſtent and unchangeable Being, or 
in the words of this Apoſtle, ch. iti. 8. * Jeſus 


_Chrift the ſame yeſterday,and to-day, and for ever? 
which can alone be ſaid of the infinitely. perfect 


God: all other beings being ſuſceptible of change, 


not to ſay for the worſe as the fallen angels experi- 


- enced, but, growing into. higher degrees of per- 


fection continually, according to the nature of the 


N nne and pee afforded them for it. 


— Aae a eee ſo full ap N 5 


word of God himſelf, of the eternal power and God- 


head of the Son: to think and raſhly ſpeak of Him, 


as a. mere angelic or created being, produced in time 
and exiſting only by the power and. at the good 
pleaſure of God, as all created and derived beings 


muſt do; is in my mind, little leſs than blafphemy, 


if it is not blaſphemy in a very high degree. I 
would therefore cloſe this ſubject, by-recommend- 


ing it to all who profets.a belief in Chriſt, if they 


would believe to any purpoſe and on ſound prinei- 


ples of revealed truth; but more eſpecially I would 3 


recommend it to all who have entered, or mean to 
enter into ſacred orders, to be extremely cautious 


how they ſuffer themſelves to be earried away by 
the plauſibility and ſophiſtry of. great pretenders 
to philoſophy—againſt the ſtrongeſt aſſurances of 
the Spirit, of God, ſo frequently repeated in Serip- 
ture; and againſt the open and avowed, as well as 
frequently defended, profeſſion of the Church fram 


uy earlieſt 8 "RY 3 to 22 Divine Nature 
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of Chriſt, AY: the union, in the one Godhead, of 
three Perſons, equal in power and in glory: As in 


fact, there is no one doctrine, contained in the 


Scriptures, fo fully explained and infiſted on as this ; 


—no one ſo clear of objections, from any quarter, 


as Mis; no one, in a word, the reſurrection of the 
body or the immortality even of the ſoul not ex- 
cepted, &c. which a little ingenuity might not op- 
poſe by the words K Scripture, artfully mifcon- 
ſtrued, and by apparent difficulties from human 
reaſon, and the ſuppoſed nature of things. And 
our o days have exihibited, in one Fearmedwriter, 
a notable inffance in this way; the Immortality of 
the ſoul and the Divinity of our Lord, being equally 
untenable i in the imagination of a Petty. Yet, 
it is indiſputably evident, that if God has revealed 
divine traths to mankittd ; and if thoſe which con- 
cern His Nature in particular are undiſcoverable to 
human reaſon, as they are declared to be, and muſ? 
be, without ſuch revelation: then of courſe that Te- 
velation ſhould be preferred, in all its parts, to the 
vain difputations and contradictions of men: And 
the queſtion, concerning the honor we are to render 
unto Chrift, our Lord and Redeemer, naturally 
reduces itſelf to this fingle point: W kether we will 
believe God and obey Him, rather than men. If 
the firſt ; then we muſt fo believe the revelation 
that God has given of his Son, as to honor Him, 
1 all refpects, as we honor the F at ler, and Believe 
in Him in like manner as We believe in Ged; as 


He is * the only wiſe God,“ and beſides Him 


there 'is 10 God, 15 becauſe ein Him dwelleth all 


the. 


| ws 4 
the falaels of the Godhead bodily: If the laſt ; 
then we are none of God's, and have denied thi 
Faith: which God grant may not be the cafe with 

: 52 of us, who EY the name of Chriſtians! | 


PART THE FIFTH. 


B S. IT has often occurred to me, that the 


oppoſitiou of mankind to Revelation, on the ſub» 


je we have been handling, is owing, in the firſt 
inſtance, to a prejudice which bas long prevailed 
among the learned, and which every writer, on 
thoſe abſtruſe ſubjects, affests to confider as demon- 


ſtrable from nean alone: I mean the propoſition, 


that there is but one God of infinite perfection; &c. 


Now, though Scripture advances this truth, and 


has done fo in all ages, not indeed in contradiction 
to the Trinity of Perſens in the Godhead—(for 
from the firſt God ſaid, ©. Let US make man in 
OUR image and in OUR fimilitude,”) but as a 
guard againſt Polytkeiſm, by an. abufe of the. 
ine and by a diviſion of the Unity of 
Godhead, which the Heathens, fell into 


| _ early: Yet I will take upon me te ſay, _ 
that this Truth is not ſo clear to human reaſon as 


is pretended, and is very far from being proved by 
it; and that it is to the Scriptures alone we are in- 
debted, and not te the ingenuity or reaſon 'ef man, 
for this propoſition; ; God is one: ſo that it is the 
groſſeſt folly in the world, to ſet up our own Rea- 
oy as a ſtandard of Truth, in Divine matters, or 
K 2 9 indeed 


(27255 FAN 1 RE 
{endl in any other, which do Not fall within our 
own. obſervation and experience, that are the fole 
authorities for mere human reaſon to > go by. "by 


If any gentleman ſhall. chobſe to take up this 
ſubject, and try his own thoughts, as well as what 
has been ſuggeſted by others, in their ordinary 
reaſonings on it; he will find perhaps that I have 
not been tar aſtray 3 in what J have now advanced; 
and will have cauſe to ſuſpect, that the profoundeſt 


Modeſty in all human reaſoning, on the Nature of 


God eſpecially, is one of the beſt qualifications of 
the human character or the rational nature of man; 
and that the reverſe of this happy diſpoſition is a 
ftain to that character, which no talents, however 
excellent they may be, can obliterate, and which: 
naturally excludes all hope of radical reformation 
and improvement to a nature fo very much! in want 


| of both. 


- 


In putting a few queſtions PW, it is not with a 


view to diſputation, which I abhor; but to in- 


duce thoſe to reflect for themſelves, who do not 
ſcorn to- move in the dogmatic trammels of men as 
fallible as themſelves, 'though they are infinitely: 
cautious and delicate of their honor in giving 


uy their reaſon, or particular prejudices rather, te to 


Revelation ad to che Spirit of Truth itſelf.” 


45 


5 world aſk chens - Whether the ſelfexiſtence: ; 
of One Being naturally or neceſlarily implies the 
excluſion by other” " ſelfexiſtent Beings —in other 

. f words; * 


95 


| I 


nt Fan Fhow do the onntra, 


| knowledge# infinite goodneſs the like infinite, 


rit, inf 


ET does not * poſſible  ſelf-exiſifuce oe "any | 
being, in One inſtance, imply the poſſible eMil- 


4 44 


tence in the fame way, of a thouſand, for any thing 
Again, . 


N 1 . * „ 


"Db the We Perfections of —— 
fe being, neceſſariby exciide the infinite perfec- _ 
tions of any other infinitely perfect being des, 
for inſtance, infinite, knowledge exclude infinite, 5 


tion —and fo of mae f! OY 


J. 


2 he 8 1 ice 5 one HR PE 


f ritual ba inſufferable of the preſengs f any. 


3 other ſpiritual being, whether univerſal or local? 


If ſo, could there be any place for the ſpirits 9 | 
men, or for angels?—And if not inſufferable. with, 
reſpe& to local: or circumſcribed beings ſuch KS, 
men or angels, why o with reſpect 10 any other 8 
univerſal 1 In other words; #n matter or ſpi- 


Er ea,” cannot exclude the, 
Deity, can Anfnite Spirit exclude or be excluded . 


by infinite Spirit? or do we know what ſpirit is, 


to pretend to MPA it ſhall Ns ſpirit in ee | 
ſpecd e co vob hid ft ral 7 Ld : 


wo i % 4 of 
© = — - 
* J an! 

4 « ha £ 


r _ 20 Perfetions 44084 60 


incapable) of; participating in infinite Frrfections, 


would it not be indicative of defect and e 
tion, natural or moral, in Godꝰ ee 


mi 4 


Again: Before any” re ated ba were made, 
i. e. in the infinite ages Which neceſſarihj preceded 
11 0 2 5 the : 


| 18 
4 


EE 

the creation of limited and derived beings, muſt 
the happineſs and the. infinite perfections of God 
be neceſſarily ſuppoſed of a ſelfiſh, an incommu- 
nicable or an unactive nature? And if not, can 
any thing leſs than finite perfection be ſuppoſed, 
before all creation, to communicate with and oc- 


cupy infinite herſect ion? ? 


But again: Can we conclude from the creation 
of this world or of numberleſs worlds, or from any 
uniformity of deſign i in them, that infinite power 
may not have communicated with infinite power | 
in producing them, &c.? Or, if one infinite power 
is ſufficient for the creation of any number of 


worlds, is it therefore, excluſive of the exerciſe of 


any other infinite Power, though they ſhould not 
unite in deſign, &c. in creating numberleſs other 
worlds? In other words; If a thoufand infinitely 
perfect beings, were to exert infinite power every 
moment in praducing new Morlds, could infinite 
Space be filled by them, or by any poſſible exer- 
tion of unlimited power or powers in ſuch a way 2 


Do mankind then anderfiand what they mean, 


when they fay, that as One infinite being or cauſe 


is ſufficient for all things, there can therefore be 
no more infinite beings or cauſes ſuppoſed ? Is 
not this to limit infinite Power itſelf, as well as in- 
finite ſpace, by meafuring the extent of one and 


the other by the works of creation, which if they 


imply a filling of fpace' or an excluſion of infinite 
exertion of power, imply a limit even in Lad one 
infinite power itſelf 45 sf S's | . 


ſelves in mutual reſtraints and contradictions, 


a 
* 


2 

If it be faid, that more ſelf-exiffent and infinitely 
perfect beings fu ſuppoſed than One, is to ſuppoſe that 
one might impede the other, &c. Is this, I would 
aſk, to have any adequate or juſt idea either of in- 
finite perfection, of infinite ſpace, or of weak dura- * 
tion ? To be more Pacher. * | 


Would it be any more a limitation to the'p power 
of God, to ſuppoſe him incapable of deſtroying, 
or reſtraining, or preventing the exerciſe of power 
in other coequal and coeternal beings, than it would 
de a limitation to his power to ſuppoſe him inca- 

pable of deſtroying, reſtraining, or abſolutely pre- 
venting the exerciſe of his own power? Or can 
infinite perfections be ſuppoſed to exerciſe them- 


without the ſuppoſition of abſolute imperfection? 


Again : Can we not conceive Infinite Perfection 
to unite or communicate with Infinite Perfection, 
(for I will not ſay, n e wiſdom, 
for inſtance, with if ite wiſdom, infinite good- 
neſs with infinite goodneſs, and infinite power with 
infinite power? And if fo, can any thing give us 
a higher idea of abſolute Herfection and happineſs, 
as well as of union in the Divine Nature or God- 
head, than ſuch infinite perfection meeting, and 
infinitely communicating with infinite perfection, 
from and to all eternity? 


I preſume nothing more, -fom theſe r | 
than to ſhew that mere human reaſon is totally in- 
ſufficient to determine any thing with reſpe to ſo 
great and eee an 8 The Serip- 


Y ture 
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i ny 33 5 more nor 1060 5 P er- 


ind, as well as of our Lord Jeſus Chrifl 
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to believe, on 
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and coeternal, in the Godhead, 


Was. REA the Father rl of wa — 
1 in his | : F : 
human nature; ſo I believe, and determine I ought a 
4 off this ſubject. But to pretend 18 :£ 
„ Sonttadiet this point of Revelation, on any PiN 

ciple of reaſon ;. my own reaſon ſerves to ſhew me 8 1 
he prodigious raſhneſs and folly of it, and to avert —_ 
mie from any ſuch attempt; for which ae 1 
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am thankful to the Author of all goodneſs! 5 5 
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